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I nt roducti on

1. Trini dad and Tobago is a twin island State |ocated at the sout her nnost
part of the Caribbean archipel ago, north-east of Venezuela. The country's
total population is 1,160,633 persons, 39.6 per cent of whom are aged 18 years
and under (1990). Although the country experienced rapid econonic growh in
the 1970s as a result of increased oil prices and production, the econonmy has
been in a state of decline, beginning in the 1980s and continuing into the
present decade. Petroleum export earnings fell by close to one half, with the
result that net foreign exchange reserves, which totalled US$ 1 billion in
1986, turned negative in 1988 and the rate of unenpl oynment increased froma
long-termrate of approximately 10 per cent to a conservative estimte of over
20 per cent by 1990.

2. The steep decline in inconme increased the poverty level fromjust
over 3 per cent of total households in 1981 to an estimated 22.5 per cent of
househol ds over the period 1988-1992

3. One of the mjor consequences of the econonic downturn has been the

i ncreased demands pl aced on an al ready bel eaguered soci al services delivery
system The energing situation reveals that wonen and children are being
forced to endure to a disproportionate degree the burden of adjustnent
efforts. Recognizing its commitment to protect the vul nerable and

di sadvant aged, the CGovernnent of Trinidad and Tobago ratified the

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child on 25 Novenber 1991. |In
many respects, the rights of the child as defined in the Convention are
protected under local legislation. This report will describe the provisions
of local legislation that are already in keeping with those of the Convention
the adm nistrative neasures taken to inplenment the Convention and areas of

pl anned acti on.

4. In keeping with article 44, paragraph 1, of the Convention, the
CGovernment of Trini dad and Tobago conmenced preparation of its initial report
in 1994. Activities relating to the formulation of the report were

coordi nated by the Mnistry of Social Devel oprment and input fromthe rel evant
soci al sector agencies was facilitated through the Inter-Mnisterial Committee
for the fornmulation of the National Plan of Action for Children. Subsequent
to the conpletion of the first draft, the report was distributed to a wide
range of governnmental and non-governnental agencies for comment.
Additionally, a two-day workshop was conducted on 15 and 16 March 1995 in

col  aboration with the Centre for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)

Cari bbean O fice. The workshop sought to faniliarize both governnental and
non- gover nmental organi zations with the provisions of the Convention and to
exam ne Trinidad and Tobago's draft report. The workshop generated a numnber
of substantive recommendations for inproving the draft report and these were
subsequent |y incorporated where feasible.
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|.  CGENERAL MEASURES OF | MPLEMENTATI ON
A. Measures taken to harnonize national law with
the provisions of the Convention
5. The Governnent of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago is firmly comitted

to ensuring the rights guaranteed to children under the Convention on the
Rights of the Child and in this regard has enbarked on the follow ng
strategies toward fulfilment of its obligation

(a) In an early effort to facilitate ratification of the Convention
the National Family Services Division of the Mnistry of Social Devel opnent in
col l aboration with the United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF) conmi ssioned a
conpilation and codification of the child and fanmly |laws of Trinidad and
Tobago. The resulting docunent identifies the gaps in all the laws relating
to the child in light of the Convention and presents a conprehensive anal ysis
of these |laws for possible reformor anendnment This report was conpl eted
on 4 February 1992;

(b) In support of the work conpleted previously and to enable
preparation of the country's initial report, the Mnistry of Socia
Devel opnent directed its Legal Oficer to conduct a further exam nation of the
articles of the Convention to assess the |egislative provisions and anmendnents
necessary to ensure conpliance with the Convention. This report contains an
in-depth analysis of the articles of the Convention in the context of |oca
| egi slation such as: the Children Act, chapter 46:01; the Fanmily Law
(@Quardi anship of Mnors, Domicile and Mii ntenance) Act, chapter 46:08; the
Status of Children Act, chapter 46:07; the Attachnment of Earnings
(Mai nt enance) Act, 1988; the Matrinonial Proceedings and Property Act,
chapter 45:51; the Adoption of Children Act, chapter 46:03; the Sexua
O fences Act, 1986; the O fences Against the Person Act, chapter 11:08; the
Sunmmary O fences Act, chapter 11:02; the Donestic Violence Act, 1991; the
Probation of Ofenders Act, chapter 13:51; and the Age of Majority Act,
chapter 46:06. The Legal Oficer concluded that in many respects the
legislation in force at present conplied with the basic requirenents of the
Convention. However, certain issues will require |legislative action including
| egislation to regulate child care facilities, legislation to ensure that
children with disabilities are not discrimnm nated agai nst, the introduction of
foster care legislation and legislation to establish a Child Care Board to act
as the | ead agency with responsibility for abused chil dren

(c) A conprehensive analysis of the Children Act, chapter 46:01 and the
Adoption of Children Act, chapter 46:03 to deternine the anendnments necessary
to update these pieces of |legislation was conpleted on 17 June 1994.

6. Several pieces of legislation were either created or anended which are in
keeping with Trini dad and Tobago's obligations under the Convention. These
i ncl ude:

(a) The Donestic Violence Act, which cane into force in August 1991
This Act enables a victimof domestic violence to seek a protection order in
the Magistrate's Court. It creates only one new of fence which is breach of a
protection order, and its nmethod of achieving its aimis to define a domestic
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viol ence offence substantially in terns of existing crimnal offences, thus
underlining that certain behaviour is no | ess offensive because the parties
have a donestic rel ationship;

(b) The Attachment of Earnings {Miintenance} Act, 1988, proclained in
Decenber 1991, nmkes provision for maintenance to be deducted by an enpl oyer
The court can direct an enployer to deduct fromthe earnings of a person a
speci fied amount, which, in the case of maintenance for children, is required
either to be paid to a parent or guardian or to a collecting officer depending
on which court the order was nade;

(c) The Child Care Services Bill (1992) was drafted to provide for a
systemof licensing of child care centres to ensure the nai ntenance of an
acceptabl e standard of care at these institutions. In order to achieve this
objective, the Bill establishes a Child Care Services Board which will also
have a mandate to fornulate policy for the care of children. The Bill is
currently under review,

(d) The M nistry of Social Devel opnent drafted | egislation to anend the
Children Act in 1993. The Children (Anendnment) Act 1994 provides a |l ega
framework for addressing children at risk in circunstances not catered for
previously. Specifically, the Act now provides the court with the power to
make a care order which, anobng other things, enpowers designated socia
workers to renove a child to a place of safety if an offence as stipul ated has
been (or there is reason to believe has been) committed agai nst the child.
Additionally a care order can now be nade in all cases where the court is
satisfied that a child has suffered, is suffering or is likely to suffer harm
to cause concern for that child.

Factors and difficulties

7. To a large extent, the laws dealing with the rights and protection of
children in Trinidad and Tobago conply with the requirenments of the
Conventi on.

8. Wth respect to those areas identified as requiring |egislative action,
factors and difficulties which either prevent or delay harnonization of the
national |law with the provisions of the Convention can be sunmarized as
fol | ows:

(a) The legislative reformprocess is a |l engthy one and can take a
nunber of years;

(b) The noral, religious or cultural bases of certain |aws, for
exanpl e, those relating to the ninimumage for narriage and corpora
puni shrent of children, present a difficulty in arriving at a consensus
posi tion;

(c) Lack of financial resources to inplenent |egislation (e.qg.
adjustrments to the crimnal jurisdiction to confer protection on 16 to
18-year-ol ds woul d require extensive physical infrastructure to be put in
pl ace);
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(d) The absence of a single Authority with responsibility for children;

(e) The lack of data which is necessary to informpolicy on |ega
reform

B. Measures taken to harnoni ze national policy
with the provisions of the Convention

9. In 1991, Cabinet appointed a nultidisciplinary task force to prepare a
report detailing care options for children in need of special care, in
accordance with articles 20 and 21 relating to foster placenent, adoption and
institutional care. This report was subsequently approved by Cabinet. In
keeping with the recommendation to establish a foster care system as the nost
cost-effective alternative to institutional care, the Mnistry of Socia

Devel opnent is in the process of establishing such a system

10. A National Plan of Action was formulated in 1992 by an Inter-Mnisteria
Conmittee convened by the Mnistry of Social Devel opnent and conpri sing
representati ves of a nunber of social sector Mnistries including Health,
Educati on, Pl anni ng and Devel opnent, Conmunity Devel oprment, Culture and
Wnen's Affairs and Sport and Youth Affairs. The Plan details the follow ng
priority areas for action, consistent with the provisions of the Convention

(a) Maternal and child health and famly planning (arts. 6 and 24)
(b) Basi ¢ education and literacy (arts. 27 and 28);

(c) Children in especially difficult circunstances (arts. 19, 20, 21
23, 32, 39 and 40);

(d) Supporting educational goals (art. 29).

Addi tionally, supporting areas such as food and nutrition (art. 24.2 (c)

and (e)), children and the environnent (arts. 24.2 (c) and (d) and 27) and
alleviation of poverty (art. 26) are addressed. In this regard, Trinidad and
Tobago has surpassed (as early as 1993) nmany of the goals relating to child
health, food and nutrition, maternal health and basic education and literacy.

11. A Policy on Persons with Disabilities incorporating elenments outlined in
article 23 on access to education, training, health care services,
rehabilitation services, preparation for enploynent and recreation
opportunities was approved in 1994. A plan of action for inplenenting
nmeasures is currently being devel oped.

12. The National Family Services Coordinating Council prepared a Policy on
St andards and Procedures For Children's Homes in accordance with article 3,
paragraph 3, of the Convention. Cabinet approval of this policy must now be
sought .

13. In August 1992, Cabinet appointed a rmultidisciplinary conmttee to
anal yse current policies geared towards crine prevention anong the youth
popul ation in Trinidad and Tobago and to determine strategies for the
mtigation of the problem of escalating crimnal activity in this area. A
conprehensive report was subnmitted in February 1994 which incorporated the
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factors associated with juvenile and youth crine, a review of existing
programes and rel ated recommendations in keeping with articles 19, 39 and 40
of the Convention.

Factors and difficulties

14. No nmechani sms exi st for the continuous collection of statistical and
other data to informpolicy fornulation

15. The i npl enentati on of relevant programes to address policy issues is
constrained by the lack of human and financial resources allocated
specifically for this purpose.

C. Existing or planned nmechani sns at the nati onal
or local level for coordinating policies

relating to children and for npnitoring
i npl erentation of the Convention

16. There is no single authority which deals specifically with children's
policies and programres. However, the State apparatus has been organi zed to
carry out children-oriented policies and progranmes in the foll ow ng ways:

(a) The M nistry of Social Devel opnent provides a nunber of socia
services to the famly, and by extension children, through some of its
constituent divisions, e.g. National Fam ly Services, Social Wl fare, Lega
Aid and Advisory Authority and Probation

(b) An Inter-Mnisterial Commttee has recently been appoi nted by
Cabinet to ensure inplenentation of the nmeasures outlined in the NPA and the
report on the situation analysis of children in especially difficult
circunstances in Trinidad and Tobago. It is envisaged that the Conmittee wll
devel op a draft action plan for inplenmentation of the aforenenti oned nmeasures
wi t hi n six nonths.

(c) A National Fam ly Services Coordinating Council was created
in 1990. The National Family Services Division which functions as the
Secretariat to the Coordinating Council perfornms the follow ng functions:

(i) Col l ects national information and data reflecting the present
situation of famlies; prepares profiles of fanilies and
identifies fanmly-related i ssues and probl ens;

(ii) Mintains effective comunication with the national and | oca
bodi es and organi zati ons concerned with fanily-rel ated
i ssues;

(iii) Encourages incorporation of fanmily progranmes into nationa
devel opnent strategies as integral and effective conponents;

(iv) Examines and nonitors the care and safety of children housed
at governnent institutions and honmes run by private persons
and organi zati ons.
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(d) The Government is considering the enactnment of legislation to
establish a Child Care Board which would act as the [ ead agency with
responsi bility for abused children. The Board woul d be charged with
responsibility for, inter alia, maintaining a child abuse register and in any
proposed schene for mandatory reporting of child abuse the Board woul d be the
agency to which such abuse is reported. The Board woul d al so be responsibl e
for devel oping a Protocol on Child Abuse;

(e) Pursuant to the establishnment of a foster care system a foster
care conmittee will be convened to oversee the devel opnent, inplenentation and
noni toring of the system

(f) The National Council for Early Chil dhood Care and Education has
been re-established to nanage the provision of early chil dhood care and
education in Trinidad and Tobago;

(9) A committee has been appoi nted by Cabinet to nonitor inplenentation
of the reconmendati ons emanating fromthe report on the juvenile delinquency
and youth crime situation in Trinidad and Tobago.

D. Publicity given to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child/children's activities

17. Prior to ratification of the Convention, two one-day consultations were
conduct ed which were attended by nenbers of non-governnental organizations,
soci al workers and professionals in the field of child care. Participants
benefited froma conprehensive introduction to the articles of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child. Subsequent workshops held under the aegis of the
Fam |y Services Division, Mnistry of Social Devel opnent, have al so dealt,
inter alia, with the issue of the Rights of the Child.

18. To assist in the pronotion of the Convention/Wrld Declaration, a Wrld
Children's Day rally was held on 27 April 1992. The thenme of the Rally was
"Future: all children deserve one today". Approximtely 12 schools
participated in small projects on issues affecting the comunity. They
suggest ed solutions and subnmitted witten reports on their |earning

experi ence.

19. The M nistry of Social Devel opnent, in collaboration with the Centre for
Justice and International Law, hosted a Wrkshop on the Convention of the
Rights of the Child on 15 and 16 March 1995 in order to sensitize a w de
cross-section of the national comunity to the objectives of the Convention
and to Government's obligations under the Convention

20. Pl anned actions in relation to publicity of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child include:

(a) Pronoti on of the Convention through rallies, poster camnpaigns,
wor kshops and sensitization of the nedia;

(b) Training for the judiciary, all security personnel and child-care
wor kers regarding the significance of the Convention
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(c) Sensitization of parents to the rights guaranteed to children under
t he Conventi on.

I1. DEFINTION OF THE CH LD

21. Age of attainnent of majority. According to the Age of Majority Act,
chapter 46:06 a person under the age of 18 years is regarded as a minor and as
lacking full legal capacity. The Children Act, chapter 46:01 is the primary
pi ece of legislation dealing with the protection of children and the

rel ati onship between children and the legal process. "Child" is defined as a
person under the age of 14 and "young person” as a person who is 14 years of
age or older and under the age of 16. The distinction is nmade because under
the Act, the court treats a child differently froma young person in respect
of certain matters, for exanple committal. The Act deals not only with
protection of persons under 16 years, but also with certain offences conmitted
agai nst these persons, industrial schools and orphanages, juvenile offenders
and enpl oynment of children.

22. M ni mum age of sexual consent. A girl under the age of 14 is incapable
of consenting to sexual intercourse (unless married to the nale). The penalty

inthis instance is life inprisonment (Sexual O fences Act, 1986 sects. 6

and 7) Even in respect of a girl of 14 or 15 years, where the offence carries
a |l ower penalty, the girl in fact cannot consent, and the only defence
perm ssi ble, based on the girl's behaviour, is where the boy is al so young,
bei ng not nore than 3 years older than the girl. A fermale may al so be charged
if she has intercourse with a boy under 16 years - whether or not he

consent ed

23. M ni mum age for marriage. |In Trinidad and Tobago, this is governed by
both statutory |law and the common law. Three different situations apply:

(a) Under the H ndu Marriage Act, chapter 45:03, a girl may marry at
age 14 and a boy at 18;

(b) Under the Muslim Marriage and Divorce Act, chapter 45:02, a gir
may marry at 12 and a boy at 16;

(c) Under the comon |aw, the ages are 12 for a girl and 14 for a boy.

Parental consent is required for all marriages of nminors except in respect of
a Hndu girl who has attained the age of 16 years.

24, M ni num age for giving voluntary testinony. A child may give sworn
testinony if he/she understands the nature of the oath. The child may give
unsworn testinony if he/she does not understand the nature of the oath
provided that the court considers himher to be sufficiently intelligent to
justify the reception of evidence and al so considers hinfher to understand the
duty of speaking the truth

25. M ni mum age of deprivation of liberty. A child under 14 cannot be
sentenced to inprisonment. A child who is 14 years or ol der and under the age
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of 16 may be sentenced to inprisonnent if the court determnes that the child
is so unruly or so depraved that he cannot be detained in an institution other
than a prison.

26. M ni mum age for consunption of alcohol and other controlled substances.
Section 60 of the Liquor Licences Act, chapter 84:10 prohibits the sale of

al cohol to a child under the age of 16. Wth the exception of certain

speci fied persons, possession of any narcotic is a crininal offence attracting
a very severe penalty. Narcotic is defined to include such substances as
heroi n, cocai ne, opium norphine, cannabis resin, cannabis.

27. End of conpul sory education. As detailed in the Education Act,

chapter 39:01, section 76 (1), the conpul sory school age in Trinidad and
Tobago is between 6 and 12 years of age and the penalty for contravention of
this by parents is a summary offence with a small fine. However, the State
provi des education well beyond the 6 to 12 period, and in practice school age
is 6 to 15 years, although shortage of facilities prevents this from being
assured for all

28. Part-tinme enploynent, full-tinme enploynment and hazardous enpl oynent. The
Children Act, chapter 46:01, section 94, nakes clear that it is an offence to

enploy a child under the age of 12, or for a guardian to nislead an enpl oyer
as to the age of a child. The Children Act, chapter 46:01 91 and 93 further
states that no child under 14 nay be enployed in a factory or any auxiliary
busi ness. There is also a prohibition against the enploynent of a child of
under 14 in a public industrial undertaking or on board a vessel, except where
the enterprise is a famly concern involving only nenbers of the child s own
famly. \Were young persons under the age of 16 are enployed in an industria
undert aki ng, including heavy industry, and industries where articles are

manuf actured, repaired or ornanmented, the enployer or ship's naster nust keep
a register of such persons, which shall be produced on request for inspection
by the police. The Children Act, chapter 46:01, Part V, maintains that unti

a person is 18, he may not be enployed in an industrial undertaking at night,
whi ch neans between 10 p.m and 5 a.m, except in a famly enterprise, or
within other linited exceptions. Fenales, whether children or not, are also
restricted in enploynent by the Enpl oynent of Wonmen (Night Work) Act,

chapter 88:12. This prevents wonen from being enployed in industria
undert aki ngs during any portion of a period of 11 consecutive hours

from10 p.m to 5 a.m The exceptions are industrial undertakings that enpl oy
only nmenbers of the sane family, and wonmen in nanagerial positions not
ordinarily engaged in manual worKk.

29. Criminal liability. The age bel ow which a child is conclusively presuned
to be unable to commt an offence is seven years under the comon | aw.

However, |egislation raising the age of criminal responsibility to either 10

or 12 is being considered.

30. Deprivation of liberty. The provisions of the Children Act deal with
corrective action where mnors cone into contact with the courts, and where
"children" under 14 years of age are treated as one category and "young
persons” of 14 or 15 years as a different category. The Act only extends to
persons of 16 and over in a few contexts.
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Pl anned action in regard to definition of the child

31. The Government is considering recommendati ons to:

(a) Amend the Children Act, chapter 46:01 to restructure and clarify
the definition of a child and to extend the protection afforded by the Act
to 16- to 18-year-olds. |Inter alia, this will necessitate the follow ng:

(i) Re-defining certain offences, for exanple, the offences of
cruelty prescribed in the Act, to rationalize the maxi mum age
for protection and the various mininumages at which specific
of fences may be committed;

(ii) Conferring the protection of a fit person order and the
proposed care order under the Children (Anendnent) Bill to
persons up to age 18;

(iii) Extending the age limt at which children may be renoved or
may go to places of safety to 18;

(iv) Rai sing the age of a juvenile or youthful offender to 18 -
this would have to be considered together with provisions on
the arrest, bail, remand, custody, detention, attendance
before court, penalties, comm tnent and ot her provisions
which relate to juvenile offenders. At present, this is
between 7 and 16 years;

(b) Engage in consultation with a wi de cross-section of the nationa
comunity in order to determine a single mninmmage for marriage.
Prelim nary discussions indicate that 16 years nay be an acceptabl e m ni mum
age;

(c) Amend the Family Law Act, chapter 46:08 to all ow nmai nt enance orders
to continue until the age of 18 years without the need for a court direction
to this effect;

(d) Amend the Matrinoni al Proceedings and Property Act, chapter 45:51
to extend mai ntenance orders up to age 18 in the first instance.

[11. GENERAL PRI NClI PLES

A. Non-discrimnation (art. 2)

32. Criteria regarding race, origin, colour, religion and sex appear in
section 4 of Trinidad and Tobago's Constitution as factors which shall not be
the basis of discrimination. However, the fundanmental human rights and
freedons |isted there are not the sanme as the provisions of the Convention
The Constitution does not consider property as a basis for discrimnation

whi ch nmust be enjoined. Discrimnation by reason of disability will not be
found within local |egislation. Discrinnation by reason of birth, save to
the extent that a child may not be entitled to residence or nationality, is
not to be found in the local |aw
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B. Best interests of the child (art. 3)

33. It is generally accepted that | ocal courts are guided by the principle
that the welfare of the child is the paranmount consideration and this is
explicit in the Family Law (Quardi anship of Mnors, Donicile and Mii ntenance)
Act, chapter 46:08.

34. Steps have al ready been taken to amend the Children Act to nmake express
the "best interests" principle and to include a list of factors which the
court rmust have regard to in determning the child' s best interests in each
case. Consideration is being given to anending the Fanily Law Act, the

Mat ri noni al Property and Proceedi ngs Act, the Adoption Act and other rel evant
statutes nandating the court in proceedings relating to custody, for exanple,
to have regard to the following factors in determning the child s best

i nterests:

(a) The I ove, affection and enotional ties between the child and

(i) Each person entitled to or claimng custody of or access to
the child;

(ii) O her nenbers of the child's family who reside with the
chi | d;

(iii) Persons involved in the care and upbringing of the child;

(b) The preferences and views of the child where such views and
preferences can be reasonably ascert ai ned;

(c) The Iength of time the child has lived in a stable hone
envi ronnent ;

(d) The ability and willingness of each person applying for custody of
the child to provide the child with guidance and education, the necessities of
life and any special needs of the child;

(e) Any pl an proposed for the care and upbringing of the child;

(f) The permanence and stability of the family unit within which it is
proposed that the child will Iive;

(9) The rel ationship by blood or through an adopti on order between the
child and each person who is a party to the application

C Raght tolife, survival and devel opnent (art. 6)

35. Local legislation protects the right to life fromconception onwards,
through the O fences Against the Person Act, chapter 11:08, which prohibits
the procurement of a miscarriage. Survival and devel opnent is extensively
di scussed in the chapter on basic health and wel fare.
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(d) Respect for the views of the child (art. 12)

36. The Children (Amendment) Act, 1994 enunciates the principle that a child
who i s capable of formng his or her own views should have the right to
express those views freely in all matters affecting the child: "A Mgistrate,
in maki ng an order, shall do so with the child or young person's welfare as

t he paramount consideration, taking into account the wi shes of the child or
young person invol ved where such wi shes can be reasonably ascertai ned"

V. CdVIL RIGHTS AND FREEDOVS

A. Nane and nationality (art. 7)

37. The Births and Deaths Registration Act, chapter 44:01 makes provision for
achild to be "registered imMmediately after birth, and to have the right from
birth to a nane". The Act creates an obligation to register the birth of a
child within 42 days, and places the primary duty upon the father and nother.
In default of the parents, the occupant of the prem ses where the child is
born, persons present at the birth, or the person having charge of the child
is obligated to register the birth. |If none of these persons registers the
child's birth within that tine, the Registrar for the district can, if he
becones aware of the birth, require any of themto give the necessary

i nformation, but only within the period up to three nonths after the birth.
After that tine, and up to a year after the birth, he may instead require them
to give the informati on by solemm declaration, and the regi stration nust be
effected in the presence of the Registrar and the Superintendent Registrar for
the district and they also sign the entry. Failure to give information about
a birth carries a fine of $100 for each offence.

38. After a period of 12 nonths has elapsed and a birth is stil

unregistered it may only be registered with the witten authority of the

Regi strar General and the penalty for registering a birth nore than 12 nonths
after it occurs and without conplying with these additional formalities is a
fine of $1, 000. 00.

39. If a newborn child is found exposed but alive, the person finding or
taki ng charge of the child is obliged to informthe Registrar.

40. The right to acquire a nationality is in fact enshrined in the
Constitution: any child born in Trinidad and Tobago is a national (except
children of persons with diplomatic imunity and eneny aliens). GCenerally,
children have the right to know and be cared for by their parents. However

t he adoption | aw does not give a child any right to receive information about
the identity of the parent(s) who rel eased himher for adoption

B. Preservation of identity (art. 8)

41. Identity is guaranteed under the Constitution and cannot be interfered
wi t h.
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C. Freedom of expression (art. 13

42. This right is protected under the Constitution. The only restrictions
are in areas where there is censorship, prohibitions on obscene or seditious
material, defamation, etc.

D. Access to appropriate information (art. 17
43. Cenerally, this article does not address |egal issues, and there is in
pl ace a | egal structure which creates mininal restrictions on the

di ssem nati on of information.

E. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion (art. 14)

44, The State respects the right of children to freedom of thought,

consci ence and religion. However, it usually does so in the context of the
child' s family unit. Religion in particular is seen in this context, and

i ndeed the continuation of a child' s religious upbringing in the faith of his
famly is protected even if he lives away fromhis famly. |In general, the

| egal system denobnstrates great respect for the manifestation of religion and
bel i ef s.

F. FEreedom of association and of peaceful assenbl art. 15
45, Children enjoy the sane rights to freedom of associati on and peacefu
assenbly as the adult popul ation, subject only to the control, if any,

exerci sed by their parents or guardi ans.

G Protection of Privacy (art. 16)

46. The rights of the child in relation to this article are subsunmed into the
rights of his parents, and any action taken to protest, prevent or seek

redress or infringenment of such rights would have to be instituted by an adult
(usually a parent) on behalf of the child.

H The right not to be subjected to torture or

other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent
or punishnent (art. 37)

47. The Children's Act, chapter 46:01, section 78, states that a child nay
not be sentenced to inprisonnment, and a young person nay not be inprisoned
unless he is certified to be unruly or depraved. Even then he nust not be
allowed to associate with adult prisoners, and in no circunstances could he be
sentenced to hard | abour when that obtained.

48. Where a person under the age of 18 years conmits an of fence for which
the death sentence applies, such sentence may not be pronounced or recorded
against him Instead he is sentenced to be detained during the State's

pl easure (Children Act, chap. 46:01, sect. 79, as anended by O di nance No. 6
of 1953)
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V. FAM LY ENVI RONVENT AND ALTERNATI VE CARE
A. Parental quidance (art.

49, The rights or duties to provide appropriate direction and gui dance to a
child by his parents, |egal guardians and ot her persons legally responsible
for the child are reflected in the law. The recognition given to the extended
famly is weaker, and is entirely displaced by a parent or guardian with

cust ody.

50. Regardi ng the "best interests of the child" and "respect for the views of
the child", consideration is being given to introducing |egislation which
recogni zes that in certain matters affecting the child, the child should be
given a right of consent.

B. Parental responsibilities (art. 18 aras. 1, 2 and 3
1. Status of children born out of wedl ock

51. Until the Status of Children Act, chapter 46:07 cane into force in 1983,
the I egal systemcentred its recognition of the parent-child relationship
around the concept of marriage. The child of a married woman was presuned
also to be the child of her husband. The child of a single woman had only one
parent, unless and until there was a joint application for registration of
paternity in the Register of Births by both parents, or the court nade a
finding of paternity in affiliation proceedings, (where a one-year limtation
period applied).

52. The various | egal discrimnations which flowed fromthis |inited approach
to parental responsibility were swept away by the joint effect of the Status
of Children Act, chapter 46:07 and the Fami |y Law (Guardi anship of M nors,

Dom cil e and Mai ntenance) Act, chapter 46:08, with the consequent repeal of
the Affiliation Act, chapter 46:05 and the Legitimation Act, chapter 46: 04.
The High Court's powers in relation to wardship are now to be found in that
Act, and the same Act has al so absorbed the previous Mgistrate's Court
jurisdiction in respect of guardi anship and custody of children under Part |

of the Infants O dinance, chapter 5, No. 12, its jurisdiction over children
born out of wedl ock under the Affiliation Act, and its matri noni al
jurisdiction under the Separation and Mii ntenance Act, chapter 45:52 which was
al so repealed. A parent or wife who has, for financial reasons, to request
relief in the Magistrate's Court rather than the High Court is no | onger as
prejudiced in the avail able renmedi es by the choice of forumas was previously
the position. The significance of this is that it is usually a wife or nother
who resorts to a court application because of financial need. |If the only
court within her reach is the Mgistrate's Court, and the renedi es avail abl e
there are inadequate or discrinmnatory in some way, it is likely that any
resulting econom ¢ hardship will adversely affect the children

2. Exi sting procedures to regulate the care of children of
di vorced parents

53. Under the Matrinonial Proceedings and Property Act, chapter 45:51, the
court's powers to regul ate mai ntenance upon divorce, annul ment or judicia
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separation are extrenely wide, and it nay order periodical paynents, secured
peri odi cal and/or |unp sum paynents for the spouse and/or children of the
famly, as well as a settlenent or transfer of property. Lunp sum paynents
may be ordered to neet nmintenance liabilities incurred prior to an
application, and may be payable by instalnents. There is power to order
paynments directly to a child and no age linit is nmentioned. A naintenance
order for a spouse is contingent upon there being at |east a decree nisi,
whereas an order for child maintenance may be nmade before or after such
decree, and nay al so be nmade where a petition is disnissed, or within a
reasonabl e time of such dismissal. There is power to order maintenance
pendi ng suit to cover the period between the filing of a petition and the
determ nation of the suit. However the court's power to order interim

mai nt enance, except by consent, is doubtful where a specific application for
this has not been nade.

54. The relevant definitions in this Act in relation to children are:

(a) "Child" inrelation to one or both of the parties to a narri age,
i ncludes a child born out of wedl ock or an adopted child of that party or, as
the case nmay be, of both parties;

(b) "Child of the famly" in relation to the parties to a marri age
neans
(i) Achild of both of those parties; and

(ii) Any other child, who has been treated by both of those
parties as a child of the famly.

These wi de definitions are particularly inportant in relation to the Court's
obligation to make a declaration as to the adequacy of arrangenents for al
affected children before finally ending a marri age. The power to order a
transfer or settlenment of property upon granting a decree, is also treated by
the Act as an aspect of maintenance.

55. In relation to naintenance for a child the court mnust consider
"(a) the financial needs of the child

(b) the income, earning capacity (if any), property and ot her
financial resources of the child;

(c) any physical or nmental disability of the child;

(d) the standard of living enjoyed by the famly before the
br eakdown of the marri age;

(e) the manner in which he was being and in which the parties to
the marri age expected himto be educated or trained."

Again the court is enjoined to use its powers to try to place the child in the
same financial position as if the marriage had not broken down, and both
parties had properly discharged his or her financial obligations and
responsibilities towards him
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C. Separation fromparents (art. 9

56. Article 9.1. Existing legislation conplies with this subarticle.
Additionally, the Governnent is considering beconing a signhatory to the
international treaty dealing with child abduction and enacting the requisite
| egi sl ati on.

57. Article 9.2. The procedures for judicial determ nation of the party to
have care of a child would generally enable the views of both parents and any
custodi an to be heard, but m ght not extend to "all interested parties". The
decision as to the persons who give evidence rests prinmarily with the parties
to the action, and although the court will occasionally solicit input from
addi ti onal persons this is not comon and such persons have no locus to

requi re audi ence.

58. Article 9.3. The Matrinonial Proceedings and Property Act, chapter 45:51
contai ns specific provisions concerning custody, but there is very little said
about access, although the reality is that the court will always inquire about
access when naking a custody order. Access is regarded as a basic right of

the child rather than of the parent, and the court should not deprive a child
of access unless wholly satisfied that it is in the interest of the child that
access shoul d cease, which is a conclusion which the court is extrenely slow
to arrive at.

59. The Act sinply defined "custody" as including access to a child, and yet
in practice a spouse seeking access is pernitted to apply for access as such
wi t hout describing it as custody.

60. The Matrinonial Causes Rul es recognizes that there is a right to apply
for access, and the prescribed form of acknow edgenent of service of a
petition invites the respondent to nmake an application for access. The
Statenment of Arrangements for children, which nust be filed with a petition
is also required to indicate whether there is any agreenent as to access, and
how much access is enjoyed by either party, as well as the access proposed in
the event of a decree being granted. Rule 36 gives a respondent spouse the
right to be heard on custody, access, supervision orders and ancillary relief
wi t hout defending a petition. A respondent is also given the right to file
his own statenent as to the arrangenents for children

61. Article 9.4. The detention, inprisonnent or deportation of a parent
woul d not generally preclude the State frominfornmng fanmily nenbers of the
wher eabout s of such parent if he is in Trinidad and Tobago.

D. Fanily reunification (art. 10)

62. The Matrinonial Causes Rules contains a power to apply for |eave to take
a child permanently out of Trinidad and Tobago, and there is also an express
power to apply ex parte for an injunction to prevent a child from being
renoved. |In practice, a wardship application is the nore practical method of
preventing this, as it is only necessary to file the application, and
immgration authorities can be advised of the situation without the initia
necessity of appearing before the court.
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63. Entry into the country is subject to immgration |egislation and
generally children would be admtted once their parent(s) is/are lawfully
present in Trinidad and Tobago, although this area renains discretionary.

E. Recovery of mmintenance for the child (art. 27, para. 4)

64. Section 13 of the Children Act, chapter 46:01 requires a parent or other
person legally liable to maintain a child or young person to contribute to
her/his maintenance if that child or young person has been conmitted to the
care of a relative or another fit person. Section 65 of the Children Act
requires a parent or other person legally liable to maintain a child or

yout hful of fender sent or detained in a certified school if able to do so.

65. Section 5 of the Age of Majority Act, chapter 46:06 requires contribution
towards the maintenance and education of a ward of the court as the court

t hi nks reasonabl e, having regard to the nmeans of the person or persons on whom
the requirement is inposed.

66. Section 27 of the Matrinonial Proceedings and Property Act, chapter 45:51
requires the court, in deciding what order to make (this includes a

mai nt enance order) to have regard to the financial needs, obligations and
responsi bilities which each of the parties to the nmarriage has or is likely to
have in the foreseeable future.

67. The Fam |y Law (CGuardi anship of Mnors, Domicile and M ntenance) Act,
chapter 46:08, requires the court to have regard to the incone-earning
capacity, property and other financial resources which each parent of the
mnor has or is likely to have in the foreseeable future.

68. Section 5 of the Attachnent of Earnings (Mi ntenance) Act, 1988 requires
the court, in specifying the protected earnings rate, to have regard to the
debtor's resources and needs.

69. The Magistrate's Court orders nay provide for paynent to be made through
the collecting officer who is entitled to enforce the order, and also is
responsi bl e for disbursing the noney collected. The enforcenent mechani sm
available to the collecting officer is to apply by warrant for the defaulting
party to be brought before the court. The magistrate then has power to direct
the sale of the defaulter's goods. |If the defendant's assets are not
sufficient to neet the maintenance due, and the magistrate is satisfied that
the failure to pay was due to wilful refusal or cul pable neglect, the

magi strate may commt the defendant to prison for up to six nonths unless the
full debt and costs are paid.

70. The Attachment of Earnings (Miintenance) Act 1988, which was procl ai med
in 1991, provides an alternative which allows the court to direct payment from
the earnings of a person agai nst whom a mai nt enance order has been nade, once
there has been a default. Additionally, the Act was anended in 1995 to give
the Magistrate's Courts and the High Courts the power to attach earnings at
the sane time that a mai ntenance order is granted. Previously, an attachnent
of earnings order required the initiation of new proceedings. The burden of
initiating fresh proceedi ngs coupled with | engthy del ays often caused grave
econoni ¢ har dshi p.
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71. Al t hough systens for the recovery of nmintenance exist, the Governnent is
considering entering into reciprocal agreenents for enforcenment of maintenance
orders with the United States and Canada, as these are frequent destinations
for defaulting parents.

F. Children deprived of a family environnent (art. 20)

72. The Children Act, chapter 46:01 and the Young Offenders Detention Act,
chapter 13:05 both contain provisions for referral and placenent in

or phanages, industrial schools and industrial institutions. There is also
provision for children to be coimmitted into the care of a fit person or
institution and there is the possibility of a child finding a new hone

t hrough adopti on.

G Adoption (art. 21

73. Adoption is permtted through the provisions of the Adoption of Children
Act, chapter 46:03. Al though this does not specifically refer to the best
interests of the child being the paranount consideration, the final order is
made by the court which applies this principle in relation to all natters
affecting children. The welfare principle is made explicit in the Famly Law
(Quardi anship of Mnors, Domicile Land Mai ntenance) Act, chapter 46:08 and is
particularly relevant with a parent's consent.

74. Article 21 (a). The Adoption of Children Act, chapter 46:03 creates the
| egal framework for enabling a parent/child relationship to be created
artificially by a Magistrate's Court order by way of adoption. The Adoption
Board is the sol e agency responsible for arrangi ng adopti ons and the Mnistry
of Soci al Devel opnent is responsible for the activities of the Board. An
adoption order is in practice nmade by the Magistrate's Court, although the

H gh Court also has jurisdiction. The procedure requires a supervised period
of six nonths during which the child lives with his prospective adopters. The
consent of the child' s natural parent(s) is required but nay be dispensed with
by the court if it is being unreasonably withheld. The nmain test for

unr easonabl eness is the welfare of the child. At present, there is no
provision for the counselling of a parent releasing a child for adoption

75. Article 21 (b). Trinidad and Tobago is at present considering
inter-country adoption but only as a last-resort option for alternative care
of children.

H Illicit transfer and non-return (art. 11)

76. Trini dad and Tobago is not at present party to any bilateral or

mul til ateral agreenments concerning the international abduction of children but
i s considering becomng party to such agreenments or conventions as are current
inrelation to this issue.

I. Abuse and negl ect, including physical and psychol ogica
recovery and social reintegration (arts. 19 and 39

77. The crimnal |aw offers the sane protection agai nst violence to children
as to adults and defines additional offences in relation to children (Children
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Act, chap. 46:02). It also recognizes offences that nay only be committed by
those in a special relationship to the child. For exanple, the definition of
cruelty under the Children Act, chapter 46:01 is where "anyone over the age of
si xteen (16) years who has custody, charge or care of any child or young
person, wilfully assaults, ill-treats or negl ects, abandons or exposes hini in
such a way that it is likely to cause hi munnecessary suffering or injury to
heal t h.

78. Sexual abuse is conprehensively dealt with in the Sexual Ofences
Act 1986.
79. The Donestic Violence Act has recently been enacted and defines many pre-

exi sting crimnal offences as "donmestic violence offences" once they occur
bet ween people with a donestic relationship. The group is widely defined and
inrelation to children includes children of either party or habitually
residing with either one. This act does not deal with the penal effects of
donestic viol ence of fences as nmuch as it offers a new nmeans of protection to
the victins. The Magistrate's Court is enpowered to grant protection orders
once there has been a donestic violence offence, the threat of one, or

of fensi ve and harassi ng behaviour. Interimorders are available in emergency
situations, and the conditions that can be attached to protection orders can
extend to debarring the perpetrator fromthe hone. Were a donestic violence
of fence involves a child, the application to the court nmay be nade by a parent
or guardi an, police officer or authorized social welfare worker.

80. Negl ect of a child is included in the definition of offensive and
har assi ng behavi our, and the court has power to order conditions to address
such neglect as well as to order counselling.

81. At present, there is no single agency with direct responsibility for
abused children, for example, police officers may deal directly with the child
and so too may nedical social workers or voluntary agencies.

J. Periodic review of placenent (art. 25)

82. Under various provisions in the Children Act, the Mnister of Socia
Devel opnent is given the power to what effectively anbunts to a review of a
judicial decision committing a child or a young person to the care of a "fit
person” or to a certified school or orphanage. The Mnister can therefore
di scharge a child or young person, including a youthful offender, fromthe
care of a fit person or froma certified school either absolutely or on such
conditions as the mnister approves. Wile this nay facilitate the
rehabilitati on of such children and their reintegration into society, there
are no guidelines as to the exercise of this power. |In addition, no specific
body or officers is conferred with the authority to nonitor such children or
to make recommendations to the mnister

83. Factors and difficulties encountered include the follow ng:

(a) No mechani sms exi st for continuous data collection concerning child
abuse, honel ess children, and children placed in institutional care;
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(b) Human and financial resources are severely lacking to address the
problenms of children in the famly environnent and provision of alternative
care;

(c) Mechani sns for the evaluation of existing programmes are |argely
non- exi stent.

Exi sting programmes in regard to famly environnent

84. The National Family Services Division, Mnistry of Social Devel opnent,
conducts lectures, senminars, etc. on famly life issues such as parenting,
child and adol escent devel opnent, and human behavi our and sexuality.
Information on Fam |y Life Education is dissenm nated via the print and

el ectronic nedia. Counselling services are also provided by the Nationa

Fam |y Services and the Probation Divisions to "walk in" clients and referred
cases.

85. An integrated programme of support for children in especially difficult
ci rcunst ances was devel oped based on the findings of a "Situation anal ysis of
children in especially difficult circunmstances" conpleted in 1993 and funded
by UNI CEF.

86. The progranme's activities are national in scope and are being
i mpl enented at the conmmunity | evel through voluntary groups and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons. The programme's maj or objectives are:

(a) The i npl enentati on of an integrated national programre ai ned at
anmeliorating the plight of children in especially difficult circunstances; and

(b) To support and develop institutional capabilities to sustain the
i mpl enentati on of this progranme.

87. The three strategic areas identified are:
(a) Advocacy for public policy and progranme support;
(b) Conmuni ty i nvol venent and outreach; and

(c) Strengt heni ng capabilities of supportive environments including the
hone, institutions and progranme inplenmenting agenci es.

Advocacy for public policy and progranme support

88. Activities already inplenented include the foll ow ng:

(a) A "Fam ly Policy" Conference which was held in 1994 to articulate a
national famly policy and to obtain national consensus. Two follow up
i mpl ementation seminars to the Conference were al so conducted at the
| ocal /district |evel;

(b) A radio "call-in" progranme series entitled "School for Parents”
whi ch focused on inparting parenting skills was broadcast. A pilot progranme
was successfully launched in 1993 and a new series conmenced in 1995.
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Strengt hening capabilities in supportive environnments

89. A series of training workshops entitled "Caring for care givers"
targeting the staff of children's honmes was conducted in 1993. The workshops
were designed to inprove the quality of the services provided to the children
and to increase the ability of the care givers to provide gui dance to the
children in their care. The infusion of the "Caring for care givers"
curriculuminto related training curricula and programes has al so comenced.

90. A policy on standards and procedures for children's hones was published
and distributed to the managers of the hones.

Pl anned programes in regard to famly environnment

91. Communi ty invol verent and outreach activities include the foll ow ng:

(a) Devel opnent of a set of prototype naterials for use in training
out reach workers;

(b) Establ i shrent of a seed grant fund to be managed by the Nationa
Fam |y Services Coordinating Council to be disbursed to NGO s to provide
start-up assistance to reputable community groups and agenci es;

(c) The establishment of a "hot Iine" for use by children in difficult
ci rcunst ances to be operated by a non-governnental organization

VI. BASI C HEALTH AND WELFARE

92. The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago has adopted the
Wrld Health Organi zati on (WHO phil osophy that health, "a state of conplete
physical, nmental and social well-being and not nerely the absence of disease
or infirmty" is a fundamental right of every citizen. The Mnistry of Health
is the national agency responsible for overall planning and administration of
the health systemin Trinidad and Tobago.

93. At present the CGovernnent with the assistance of the Inter-American

Devel opnent Bank (1DB), has enbarked on a Health Sector Reform Progranme ai nmed
at decentralizing the health sector with a view to renoving constraints to the
efficient, effective and equitable delivery of health services. The Mnistry
of Health woul d be responsible for policy formulati on and anal ysis and

nmoni toring of the decentralization process. The objective is to develop a
proactive health-care systemthat is nore responsive to changi ng health needs.
The main el emrents incl ude:

(a) Rati onal i zati on of the health-care services delivery system
i ncluding the capacity installed in the hospital network;

(b) Restructuring and strengthening of the Mnistry of Health with a
viewto replacing its executive function with a nonitoring/policy-nmaking role;

(c) Decentralization of the health-care systemthrough the creation of
five Regional Health Authorities which will operate independently of the
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Mnistry of Health and woul d be responsible for the day-to-day operation of
health facilities;

(d) The creation of the National Health Care Insurance Systemwhich is
a financing nechani smfor health-care delivery to be administered by a
Nati onal Health Insurance Agency. The National Health |Insurance Agency woul d
i mprove heal th-care services and create a nore conpetitive environnment anong
heal t h-care providers.

94. Fi ve Regional Health Authorities have been established in the Northern
Central, Eastern and the Southern Regi ons and Tobago. These Regi ona

Aut horities have been given the responsibility for providing primary health
services for the population within their defined regi ons and hospital services
for this population and the national population as agreed by the Mnistry.

A.  Survival and Devel opnent (art. 6 ara. 2

95. Tri ni dad and Tobago signed the World Declaration for the Survival,
Protection and Devel opnent of Children in October 1990. Subsequently, this
country prepared a National Plan of Action (NPA) to achieve the goals of the
Decl aration during the 1990s. Annex | details this country's achievenents in
relation to the health goals adopted at the 1990 World Sumit for Children

96. Trini dad and Tobago has surpassed the najority of health goals adopted at
the Wrld Summit for Children. However, several of the progranmes identified
in the NPA have not been inplenented due to the Iack of financial and human
resources. The Government envi sages that the appointnent of a coordinator for
the NPA will address the aforenentioned problemas this individual will be
mandat ed to, anong other things, facilitate the inplenentation of projects and
programes pertinent to all the priority areas listed in the NPA.  This wll
require the identification of sources of funding and the devel opnment of

proj ect proposals.

B. Disabled Children (art. 23)

97. In Trinidad and Tobago, prelimnary data froma recently conducted sanple
survey (1991) indicated that 6.8 per cent of the population has a disability

of a nmental, physical or sensory nature. However, this statistic is based on
alimted sanple survey and given the WHO estimate that 10 per cent of any

gi ven popul ation is disabled, the disabled population in this country,

i ncludi ng children, nmay be higher than the cited percentage. A Nationa

Heal th Needs Survey will be conducted in 1995 and is expected to provide

i nformati on about the nunbers of people with congenital or acquired disability
in the popul ation.

98. M ndful of its responsibility to provide adequately for, and pronote the
full est devel opment of the di sadvantaged and vul nerabl e nenbers of society,
t he Government has approved a "Policy on Persons with Disabilities". This

policy provides the franework for, anong other things, the strengthening of
institutional arrangenents including:

(a) The revision, amendnent and enactnent of legislation relevant to
persons with disabilities;
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(b) The establishment of administrative machinery in the formof a
Nat i onal Coordi nating Comrittee to pronote disability issues and devel op
programes to i nprove the status of and ensure the equalization of
opportunities for persons with disabilities.

99. Additionally, the policy includes, inter alia, the follow ng preventive,
rehabilitative, educational and research proposals which inpact directly or
indirectly on children:

(a) Preventi ve

(i) The provision of training in early detection nethods for al
personnel involved in the care\education of children with
di sabilities;

(ii) The i muni zation of all children against di seases known to be
responsi bl e for disabilities;

(iii) The provision of counselling in maternal and child health
care and famly planning and the di ssem nation of rel evant
mat eri al

(b) Rehabi litative:

(i) The provision of aids and equi pment at subsidized costs, for
persons with disabilities and their care givers;

(ii) The provision of facilities which offer counselling and
rehabilitation services for persons with disabilities;

(iii) The mandatory screening of all children frombirth to five
years to detect disabilities so that corrective action can be
t aken;

(iv) The establishnment of a National Assessnent and Rehabilitation
Centre and centrally located centres to conduct screening and
assessnent;

(c) Educat i on:

(i) The mai nstreaning, as far as possible, of children with
disabilities into the regular school systemw th adequate and
appropriate support services beginning at the preschoo
| evel ;

(i) The training of teachers, social workers and care givers to
deal effectively with persons with disabilities. This
training woul d be incorporated into curricula at training
college and at all training centres for further and tertiary
educati on;

(iii) The provision of appropriate teaching aids and supports to
enhance the nethodol ogy of teachers.
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(d) Research. Covernment will encourage and support research efforts,
with a view to establishing a conprehensive data bank on persons with
disabilities, in a nunber of areas including:

(1) Causes, types and incidences of inpairment and disability;

(ii) The econonic and social conditions of persons with
disabilities;

(iii) Assessment of the needs, skills and potential for training of
persons with disabilities.

(e) Difficulties:

(1) The | ack of data concerning types of disabilities and the
needs of persons with disabilities including training needs;

(ii) The |l ow | evel of awareness by the society of the needs and
capabilities of persons with disabilities. In this regard, a
docunentary and three fillers featuring i ssues which affect
persons with disabilities are schedul ed for broadcast
t hroughout 1995. Thus, sensitization of the nationa
conmunity on issues pertinent to persons with disabilities
has begun.

C. Health and health services (art. 24)

Infant nortality

100. As at 1992, the infant nortality rate in Trinidad and Tobago was 10.5
per 1,000 live births and the neonatal nortality rate was 6.89 per 1,000 live
births. This low level of infant deaths can be attributed to a health system
whi ch i ncl udes:

(a) The operation of child health clinics at the 104 State health
centres | ocated throughout Trinidad and Tobago. Each centre provides primary
heal t h-care services and refers seriously ill children for admi ssion to one of
the five government-run hospitals;

(b) The use of oral rehydration therapy in the treatnent of diarrhoea
in infants has contributed to a rate of infant deaths of only 0.3 per 1,000
live births in 1992;

(c) A systematic progranme of follow up of newborns conducted by
district health personnel with nore attention being paid to newborns at "high
risk";

(d) An i mmuni zati on canpai gn which covers over 90 per cent of the
infant/child population. |In fact, as at 1992, the nunber of under-five deaths
frommeasles per 1,000 live births is nil and it is estimted that by the year
1995, the disease will be eradicated in Trinidad and Tobago.
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101. To date the child health services have effectively maintained the good
health of children. At present the health services are focused on the problem
of the increasing levels of HV infection anong children and adults.

Statistics for the period 1985-1992 indicate that acquired i nmune defici ency
syndrone (AIDS) has beconme the fourth | eadi ng cause of death anmong nen and
worren. The inplications for the increasing incidence of paediatric AIDS are
evident, in light of the high percentage of wonmen in their reproductive prine
who are testing positive for the human i nmunodefi ci ency virus.

102. Statistics for the period January 1982 to Novenber 1994 indicate that 107
Al DS cases were identified anong children under 4 years old, while 59 cases
were found in the age group 5-19. In 1993, of the 1,402 reported cases of

Al DS, 94 were children bel ow 14.

103. There is a growi ng concern regarding the situation of children orphaned
due to the death of their parents through AIDS-related illness. The refusa

or inability of relatives to take care of these children has resulted in

honel essness and destitution of a large magjority. One non-governnental

organi zati on has responded to the needs of orphaned children with Al DS through
the establishment of a hone for these children

Maternal nortality

104. In 1992, the maternal nortality rate was 60.79 per 100,000 l|ive births.
The high level of maternal nortality is attributed to the fact that although
over 90 per cent of pregnant wonen seek antenatal care and deliver at
hospital s, many of these wonmen attend clinics late in their pregnancy, thereby
making it difficult to avert any conplication associated with pregnancy. The
nmaj or causes of maternal death were identified as toxaem a of pregnhancy and
aborti on and haenorrhage during pregnancy and chil dbirth.

D. Social security and child-care services and
facilities (art. 26 and art. 18, para. 3)

Social security

105. The National I|nsurance Board provides social security services to
eligible citizens of Trinidad and Tobago. Children benefit indirectly from
the National |nsurance System where contributions have been nmade by or on
behal f of their parent or guardian. Children also benefit directly from
non-contributory social security schenes which are adninistered by the

Social Welfare Division of the Mnistry of Social Devel opment. The Public
Assi stance schene is targeted at necessitous persons who are incapacitated and
unable to earn a living, as well as to necessitous children

106. In addition there are other "safety net" schenes designed to neet
energency situations such as the "urgent tenporary assistance" grant, which
can be used to purchase school books, clothing and pharnmaceuticals for
chi | dren.
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Child-care services and facilities

107. The provision of child-care facilities by the State for children of
wor ki ng parents does not obtain at present, nor is there any requirenment that
enpl oyers assist in this respect. However, there are a multiplicity of
private institutions providing the service. At present there is draft

| egi sl ati on addressing the nonitoring of appropriate standards for these
institutions through a system of |icensing.

VI1. EDUCATI ON, LEI SURE AND CULTURAL ACTI VI TI ES
A. Education, including vocational training and gui dance (art. 28

108. The Education Act, chapter 39:01 passed in 1966 established a system of
public school s throughout Trinidad and Tobago. The Act gave the M nister of
Educati on consi derabl e power to organize and legislate for the entire
education systemincl udi ng preschool, primary, secondary, and tertiary
educati on.

109. The Mnistry of Education is the national body mandated to fornul ate
education policy. The education systemis admnistered by two Permanent
Secretaries, a cadre of responsible education officers and an efficient body
of civil servants. The Permanent Secretaries have general supervisory
responsi bilities and control the services of several divisions of the Mnistry
of Education. They advise on the adninistrative inplications of the plans and
progranmmes proposed by the Mnister, his technical officers or other sources.

110. A body of school supervisors using a nunber of adm nistrative
instruments - the Education Act of 1966, the Cvil Services Act of 1965,
Regul ati ons (Public and Teaching), circulars, directives, confidential forns -
i mpl ement the decisions taken at Central Administration at the regional |evel

111. A though the Mnistry of Education is responsible for technical/
vocational training several organizations have energed which play an active
role in supporting educational activities. The Mnistries of Sport and Youth
Affairs, Agriculture, and Labour and Cooperatives al so conduct training

pr ogr amres.

112. In addition, several non-governmental organizations such as Service
Vol unteered for Al (SERVOL), the Rotary Club, the Youth Training and

Enpl oynent Partnership Progranmme and private institutions including credit
uni ons, banks and the manufacturing sector conduct courses to neet the

trai ning needs of youth. |In order to provide an integrated service delivery
system a restructured National Training Conmi ssion has been mandated to
coordi nate the technical/vocational education and training systemin the
country.

113. The Education Act, chapter 39:01 ensures free and conpul sory education
for children up to 12 years of age. At secondary level, education is stil
free, at all public schools, and geared towards absorbing as high a proportion
of children aged 11 to 17 as the avail abl e physical facilities allow
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Preschool education

114. Preschool education is conducted under the aegis of the Mnistry of
Education, the Trinidad and Tobago Association of Village/ Cormunity Council s,
SERVOL and the efforts of entrepreneurs/private centres. A National Counci

for Early Chil dhood Educati on was established by the Governnent in 1989 to
coordi nate the activities of the various bodies providing early chil dhood
education. To date there are 50 governnent preschool centres throughout the
country; 48 of these are based in conmunity centres. The Mnistry of
Education has the overall responsibility for preschool education policy and
programes. This responsibility is discharged through its Preschool D vision
whi ch provi des technical assistance, supervises the delivery of the curricul um
and interviews and selects staff. The Division also provides an advi sory
service to privately run preschools, nonitors the physical conditions at the
centres, advises agencies on the proper inplenentation of the progranme, nakes
recomendati ons for the registration of private preschool centres and visits
private establishments on application for registration

115. SERVQL, a non-governnental organization provides preschool staff training
with the assistance of funds provided by the Mnistry of Education and an

i nternational organization (the Bernard Van Leer Foundation). SERVCL al so
supervises the training of interns, that is, recently trained preschoo
education teaching staff and operates early chil dhood education centres.

Primary education

116. The official or customary age of entering Primary school is five years
and the vast majority of children enter government and Government - assi sted
primary schools. The assisted prinmary schools are adninistered by

Denomi nati onal Boards which have had a long history of participation in
education in many cases dating back to the last century.

117. Primary schools ordinarily cater for children in the age group 5 to 11
years. There are however, post-primary classes in primary schools for
students who might have failed to secure a place at the secondary schoo

| evel , and whose parents are unable to afford the costs of private secondary
school education. Annex Il details the recorded achi evenents in reaching the
World Sunmit for Children goals in the field of education. In 1990/91 there
were 471 primary schools. Enrolnment at the primary |evel increased from
183,026 in 1990 to 190,392 in 1993 (5-12 age group).

Secondary educati on
118. Two distinct programmes are offered at the secondary |evel:

(a) An academ ¢ programe designed to prepare graduates for further
education or for enploynent at the clerical level in traditional work places;
and

(b) A technical /vocational skills programe.

119. The secondary | evel of education may be divided into two sectors. The
traditional sector, which includes governnent and CGovernnent-assi sted school s,
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refers to the five to seven year secondary schools which concentrate on
traditional acadenic subjects. After five years, students wite the Canbridge
CCE "O' Level and Caribbean Exani nation Council (CXC) exam nations set by the
regi onal exam nation body. Canbridge "A" Level examinations are witten after
two additional years of schooling. The new sector, which was initiated

in 1972, conprises four types of governnent schools: junior secondary, senior
secondary, senior secondary conprehensive and conposite.

120. The curriculum of the junior secondary schools includes courses such as a
general course in industrial arts and home econonics, nmusic, art and craft and
agricultural science. The systemconsists of an initial cycle (three years)

of general secondary education for the 11-plus age group

121. A second cycle which is provided by senior secondary and senior secondary
conpr ehensi ve schools for children in the 15 to 18 age group. These schools
provide traditional academic, specialized craft and pretechnician courses to
students who have graduated fromthe junior secondary schools. These students
are prepared for the CXC GCE exam nations and the National Exam nations

Council (NEC) Craft exam nation. The duration of the progranme at this |eve
is two years but sone schools offer two additional years (formVl) for

students pursuing the Canbridge "A" Level Examination. There are 3 senior
secondary conprehensive and 16 seni or conprehensive schools with a tota

of 21,130 and an annual intake of approximtely 11, 000 students.

122. The conposite school provides five years of secondary education and
of fers a choice of courses in academ ¢ and technical/vocational subjects.
There are now ni ne conposite schools in the country.

123. At present there are 101 secondary schools which provide for a tota
of 97,434 students between the ages 11+ and 19+ with the vast najority between
the ages 12 and 17 years. The breakdown is as foll ows:

Tri ni dad and Tobago 101
Tradi ti onal 19
Juni or secondary 24
Seni or secondary conp. 3
Seni or conprehensi ve 16
Conposite 9
Assisted (all traditional) 30

The annual intake into the secondary school systemis approxi mately 20,577
whi ch represents about 75 per cent of the 11+ enrolnment in the prinmary
school s.

Vocational training and gui dance

124. Techni cal /vocational education and training is available to all students
who attend the junior secondary schools, senior conprehensive schools,
technical institutes, vocational centres and the Hospitality Institute. Entry
to a technical institute is obtained after graduation from secondary school
Tuition is offered on both full-tinme and part-tine bases. Part-time tuition

i s designed for persons enployed in industry and who wi sh to update their
qualifications. The full-time courses at craft level are usually for two
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years while the full-time courses at technician level are for three years.

The Covernnent does not debar private institutions fromproviding this type of
educati on but assessment and certification nust be sought through the NEC
Institutions are given the necessary accreditation to offer courses for

exam nation and certification by the NEC

125. The curricula for instruction of craft and technician courses at the
seni or conprehensi ve schools and technical institutes are devel oped at the
nati onal level. They are devel oped by curriculum officers supported by

speci fic advisory committees using the DACUM approach. The juni or secondary
school s' curricula are devel oped by curricul umofficers who supervise specific
techni cal /vocati onal subjects in the schools. The curricula for technol ogy
courses is provided by the Caribbean Exami nation Council for students in

Cover nment - assi sted secondary and seni or secondary school s.

126. The Techni cal / Vocati onal Education and Training Division is headed by a
Per manent Secretary, who advises the Mnister on technical and vocationa
education and training matters. Business education is an integral aspect of
techni cal and vocational education and cones under the purview of the

Di vi si on.

127. Programes are financed by the State. Government provides funding for
the payment of teacher salaries, salaries of other support staff, provision of
mat eri al s and equi prent in workshops. Students do not pay tuition fees except
for a mninal application fee for entry into the technical institute.

Students who attend the Hospitality Institute are required to pay a very small
tuition fee, while the major part of the cost is borne by the State.

128. The nechanismfor |inking job devel opment and vocational, technical and
busi ness education is the National Apprenticeship Progranme, a pl acenent
system desi gned for young unenpl oyed youth between 15 and 25 years. Students
enrolled in post-secondary training institutions are placed in industry for
practical training during the sunmer vocation. The National Apprenticeship
Programe provi des both short- and |ong-term apprenticeships for applicants in
a range of occupational areas. The apprenticeship period may range from

six months to three years depending on the skill area.

Educati onal and vocational gui dance

129. The Central Guidance Unit of the Mnistry of Education is the agency
responsi bl e for the inplenmentati on of educational and vocational guidance
programes i n schools throughout Trinidad and Tobago. The programes focus on
primary, junior, secondary and seni or conprehensive schools. The Cuidance
Unit has devel oped a conprehensive framework for the schools' guidance
officers. This is used to develop progranmes in areas such as personal/soci al
gui dance, career gui dance, educational/vocational guidance. Enphasis is

pl aced on career developnent at all levels of the child s school life.

130. The role of the Guidance Unit therefore is to

(a) Assi st students to assume responsibility for their own decisions
and subsequent behavi our;
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(b) Assi st students to discover and identify their own uni queness -
their own needs, abilities and aspirations;

(c) Assi st students in naking responsi bl e decisions about educationa
courses and programres which will neet their needs and develop their
abilities;

(d) Identify the need to change "the focus on | earni ng" atnosphere of
exi sting courses. Secondary students bear the responsibility for adjusting
and conforming to the academ ¢ and/or behavi oural expectations of the courses;

(e) Assi st students to nmaximze their potential, talents and interests
by hel pi ng them devel op healthy personalities and positive peer, famly and
school rel ationshi ps.

In addition, several NGOs conduct career guidance workshops targeting the
secondary school popul ation

Expendi ture on education

131. Covernnment expenditure on education as a proportion of total expenditure
has averaged about 13.6 per cent for the period 1983-1993, declining to a
10-year low of 12.0 per cent in 1992 but showi ng an upward trend since then
As a share in the Goss National Product, educational expenditure has been
declining over the six years from6.3 per cent in 1989 to 3.9 per cent in
1993.

B. Ains of education (art. 29)

132. The major objectives identified in the 1985-1990 Educational Plan are to:
(a) Encourage mature and critical thinking;
(b) Stimul ate an appreciation of the good, the true and the beautiful;
(c) Encour age responsi bl e and sel f-generated action

(d) Foster the desire and capacity for productive enploynent in areas
consistent with the individual's ability and interest;

(e) Cenerate a spirit of loyalty and dedication to the nation
(f) Devel op

(i) An appreciation of, and respect for the laws and institutions
of the country; and

(i) An appreciation of one's dignity and rights as a hunan bei ng
and of one's corresponding responsibilities and obligations
to one's fellow nmen, and to society;

(9) Devel op an appreci ation of the interdependency of the peoples and
nati ons of the world, the need to work to foster a greater spirit of mutual
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under st andi ng anong nations and the ways in which Trinidad and Tobago can
participate in this process;

(h) Equip citizens to participate with profit and to contribute
significantly at the international |evel

(1) Enable its citizens, through its foreign | anguage teaching
programmes, to be able to conmunicate with a reasonable degree of facility in
at | east one foreign | anguage;

(j) Rai se the level of literacy in the society.

133. Many of these objectives are still being pursued, but econom c recession
and financial austerity on a world scale have cast a pall over social sectors
and al so cast doubt on the possibility of sustaining public expenditure levels
in the social sector, the education subsector in particular. Therefore, in
order to address the many chall enges currently facing the education system
the Governnent appointed in April 1992 a Task Force on Education to conduct a
conpr ehensi ve revi ew of the educational system The Task Force produced its
first report after extensive dial ogue and participation fromthe conmunity.
The docunment was presented in the House of Representatives on 12 March 1993 as
a Green Paper. Subsequently, the docunent was further revised after intensive
di scussions at several levels of the national community, including politica
parties. On 16 August 1994 the revised report was presented in Parliament as
Educati on Policy Paper 1993-2003.

134. Consistent with articles 28 and 29 of the Convention, the inplenentation
of reconmendations detail ed hereunder - as proposed in the Education Policy
Paper - has commenced.

135. In an effort to establish a foundation for sound educati onal devel opnent,
the National Council for Early Chil dhood Care and Educati on (NCECCE) was
re-established. The NCECCE will be nandated to nanage the provision of early
chi I dhood care and education in Trinidad and Tobago. One of their initia
tasks will be the preparation of a detailed project proposal for the nedium
and | ong-termresourcing of this sector

136. Restructuring of the education system Phase | consists of the
decentralization of the decision-making process by establishing eight

educational divisions. Decentralization of decision-making will allow for
qui ck and appropriate responses to the need for educational devel oprent and
problemresolution. The identification and refurbishing of facilities for
divisional offices is expected to be conpleted in 1995. Phase Il focuses on
the identification and training of the personnel to be involved in the

di vi si onal decentralization. Training in |eadership skills, managenent,
assessnent training and niddl e nanagenment training for teachers is being
conduct ed.

137. Curriculum enhancenent. The curriculumstands at the centre of all
proposal s for the enhancenent of teaching, learning and efficient and

ef fecti ve managenent of the education sector. Curriculumreform which has
commenced, includes the follow ng:
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(a) Provi sion of |earning material s/books for all students;

(b) I ntroduction of conputers as a tool for enhancing literacy;

(c) I ntroduction of technol ogy studies and oral Spanish at the primary
| evel ;

(d) Introduction of a National Certificate in Secondary Education

138. Training. The system of teacher training enconpasses progranmes for the
preparation of teacher educators and all in-service and pre-service progranmes
and courses for the professional devel opment of administrators, teachers,
teachers' aides, and care-givers. Continued training of primary and secondary
school teachers would be firmy established through programes such as the
Certificate in Education, the Bachel or of Arts/Bachelor of Science, the

Di pl ona in Education, etc. In 1993 and after, the Mnistry of Educati on began
i mpl enentation of three pilot projects aimed at the provision of alternative
programes for individuals who woul d better benefit from on-the-job training
than fromtraditional classroomteaching. Aspects of the project include the
devel opnent of a differentiated curriculum specialized training and
programes of on-the-job training. Another aspect of the restructuring
process is the establishnent of a Human Resources Department in the Mnistry
of Education which woul d engage in tasks such as planning for human resources,
recruitnent, public relations, and professional devel opnent.

139. Planned action in regard to education includes the follow ng:

(a) During the period 1993-1998, a special inplenentation teamwthin
the Mnistry of Education will address systens of exam nation and
certification. It is envisaged that the Common Entrance exani nation will be
phased out and the transition fromprimary to secondary educati on would be on
the basis of continuous assessnent and a national exam nation. Continuous
di agnostic testing and renediation will also be built into the primry schoo
systemw th the adm nistration of standardized tests at significant stages in
the primary school s;

(b) The CurriculumDi vision will be responsible for the introduction of

a National Certificate in Secondary Education Level |I. This should be
conpleted in 1996 and will involve CurriculumReview (fornms I-111), the
i mpl enentation of a national curriculum (forns I-111), retraining of teachers

at secondary | evel and the design and production of curriculummaterials;

(c) The Measurenent, Special Education and Guidance Units of the
M ni stry of Education have enbarked on a pilot project to address pupils with
speci al needs. Through the establishment of regional diagnostic prescriptive
centres in each educational district, diagnostic testing will be undertaken to
formul ate appropriate educati onal progranmmes for children with special needs;

(d) Phase 111, which involves the inplenentation, nonitoring and
eval uation of the restructuring of the educational system is expected to
begin in January 1996



CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10
page 36

C. Leisure, recreation and cultural activities (art. 31

140. The Mnistry of Sport and Youth Affairs is the agency officially
responsi bl e for coordinating and inplenmenting policy relating to youth.
However, because of the inevitable institutional overlaps, other mnistries
and agencies in the public adm nistrative system in particular the Mnistries
of Education, Health and Agriculture, are also involved in the inplenentation
of some aspects of national policy on youth affairs.

141. Policies with respect to youth devel opnment are the responsibility of the
Nati onal Youth Council. It is an unbrella association established in 1949 and
organi zed on a county basis. The Council also provides a forumfor

overseeing, reviewing and articulating national policies in the admnistration
of youth affairs. Youth policy is also inplenented through activities of
yout h centres, voluntary associations and the district youth services. The
Youth Council inmplements its programmes through voluntary youth groups which
are generally managed by a denocratically elected conmittee of officials whose
terns of office and procedures in managing the affairs of the groups are

regul ated by the groups' constitutions.

142. |In addition, Government provides on-going training in |eadership

devel opnent with a view, inter alia, to ensuring the continued viability of
groups. Governnent al so provides an audit service to groups which benefit
from subsi di es and subventions frompublic funds. The Mnistry of Sport and
Youth Affairs has eight youth centres throughout the country which constitute
focal points of a youth progranme covering a wi de range of activities which

i nclude, for instance, indoor and outdoor sports, cultural events, handicraft,
nutrition, etc. The District Youth Services operate through an administrative
network. This network covers 10 districts and has a clientele, including

i ndi vidual s (unattached) and youth groups, which is estinmated to be in excess
of 12,000 young persons, all between the ages of 15 and 25 years.

143. In respect of article 31 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
the Mnistry of Sport and Youth Affairs has initiated programres which provide
and hi ghlight the active, positive and constructive role that youth can play
in their hones, districts and the nation as a whole. One such initiative is

t he observance of Youth Centre Wek by the youth centres. This initiative
brings together at the national |evel nmenbers of all youth centres for the
purpose of highlighting their achi evenents and exploring ways of linking their
activities. This event has the potential of developing into a very effective
forum for youth interaction at social, cultural and economic |evels.

144. The Mnistry offers part-time classes which provide training in elenents
of vocational, technical and cultural skills. Three hundred and fifty cl asses
are held weekly throughout the country and estimated to reach 5,000 young
peopl e annual ly. Another initiative, geared towards pronoting youth

achi evenent and the striving for excellence, is the National Youth Devel oprment
Awards. The awards are distributed to young persons between the ages of 15
and 25 years of age who have distinguished thenselves in sport, culture, smal
busi ness, vocational, education, special education, agriculture and comunity
services during the preceding year. These awards denonstrate recognition for
t he excel |l ent achi everrent of our youth in these areas and serve as an

i ncentive and encouragenent to others to strive to attain excellence.
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145. The first Sunday of April in each year has been approved by Cabi net as
Nati onal Youth Day. The occasion provides the national conmunity with an
opportunity to focus attention on the role and achi evenents of the young. It
al so conveys to the youth the nation's recognition of their inmportance in

nati onal devel opnment. The Mnistry also conducts sunmmer canps in 10 districts
and 8 youth centres throughout the nation during July/August every year.
During these day canps, canpers becone extensively involved in conmunity

servi ces, "know your-country" tours, hikes, etc. Another strategy introduced
recently for the purpose of further integrating national youth activities, was
a national youth track and fField sports nmeeting. The neeting was fully
supported by the public sector and voluntary youth bodies. Reports
subsequently received fromyouth groups and sporting organi zations indicated
that there is nuch support for future neetings of this type.

146. In keeping with the Mnistry's vision for youth devel opnment which
enbodi es the provision of "a conprehensive and participatory youth service
that reaches out to all young people", the Division of Youth Affairs has

i ntroduced the follow ng programes:

(a) District Youth Projects. The District Youth Project was |aunched
on 7 April 1994 and is designed not only to address the inmredi ate probl em of
unenpl oynent, but to harness the energies and enterprising spirit of young
peopl e into worthwhile and productive activity;

(b) Sport Trai ni ng Enhancenment Programme. The Programme targets the
8 to 14 age group of both sexes at comunity level. The objectives of the
programme are to:

(i) I dentify, nurture and develop the sporting talent of the
yout hs at district |evel;

(ii) Provi de opportunities for young people who wi sh to engage in
recreational activity wthout the pressure of conpetition

(iii) Encourage and promote purposeful and healthy use of |eisure
time;
(iv) Assist in building conmunity spirit;

(v) Assi st those youths who wi sh to acquire sport skills that
woul d encourage themto participate in ganes;

(vi) Provide training and part-tine enpl oynent for physica
recreation | eaders and comunity coaches.

Programes conducted in 1993 attracted 5,670 young persons. Financia
constraints and equi pment needed to conduct the Progranme have severely
hi ndered its inpact.
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VI11. SPECI AL PROTECTI ON MEASURES

A. Children in conflict with the | aw

147. The general provisions of Trinidad and Tobago's crimninal and pena
systens are in conformty with the requirenents of this article. However
persons of 16 and 17 years of age are not regarded as children, and do not
general ly benefit fromthe protections in place for young persons.

The administration of juvenile justice (art. 40) and children deprived of
their liberty, including any formof detention, inprisonnent or placenent in
custodial settings (art. 37 (b), (c) and (d))

148. Apprehension of juveniles. Wen a juvenile is apprehended and it is not

possi ble to take himbefore a magi strate i nmedi ately, the officer in charge of
the rel evant police station has an obligation to rel ease the juvenile on
sufficient recognisance, unless the charge is one of homicide, or a grave
crinme. The officer also has discretion not to release the juvenile if it is
in his own interest to be renoved fromassociating with a reported crimnal,
or if the officer has reason to believe that his rel ease woul d defeat the ends
of justice. |If the juvenile is detained he nust be kept at a place of
detention in the neantine, unless the officer certifies that this is

i mpracticable or that the juvenile is too unruly to be safely detained in this
way, or that it is inadvisable to detain himbecause of his state of health or
his mental or bodily condition. It is the responsibility of the police to
prevent the juvenile from associating with any adult offenders (excluding
relatives) whilst in custody. Once the matter cones before the magistrate and
the juvenile is remanded or conmitted for trial, if he is not rel eased on
bail, he must be commtted to a place of detention. As soon as a juvenile is
arrested, his parent or guardi an should be notified by the police and warned
to attend court. |If necessary the nagistrate has power to enforce their

att endance.

149. Court procedure. The substance of the charge is explained in sinple

| anguage to the juvenile. Even though the charge is one where the accused
woul d normal Iy be given the option of electing a trial by jury, charges
against a child are always dealt with sumarily except nurder or nanslaughter
In the event that the offence is proved or admtted, the accused nmay nake a
statenent in extenuation or mitigation. Thereafter he nay be remanded pending
a probation report.

150. Sentencing. The usual penalty inmposed by the court is financial since
juveniles are only detained in exceptional circunstances. A child may not be
sentenced to inprisonment, and a young person nay not be inprisoned unless he
is certified to be unruly or depraved. Even then, he is not allowed to
associate with adult prisoners and under no circunstance can he be sentenced
to hard |l abour. Apart fromthe inposition of fines, the Court has a w de
range of orders which it may make incl udi ng:

(a) Di smi ssal ;

(b) Conmittal to the care of a fit person, including a relative or
i ndustrial school and orphanage;
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(c) Conmittal to a place of detention

(d) Wi ppi ng, specifically under the Corporal Punishment (O fenders not
over 16) Act, chapter 13:03 which provides that a nmale offender of not nore
than 16 years nay be sentenced to be whipped in lieu of any other sentence.

If the offender is 12 or less, up to 6 strokes may be given, or if he is over
12, up to 12 strokes. The sentence nust be carried out on a single occasion
and within a nonth.

151. Apart fromthe circunstances when the court is concerned to address
custody and other issues when typically the child is not directly involved in
t he proceedi ngs, children nmay al so be involved in court procedures either as
victins or as offenders. There is a body of |aw establishing of fences which
have particular reference to children, the manner in which the court deals
with children as wtnesses and as offenders, and the renedi es which may be
appl i ed.

152. O fences against children are identified in the following Acts: Children
Act, chapter 46:01; O fences against the Persons Act, chapter 11:08; Summrary

O fences Act, chapter 11:02; Sexual O fences Act, 1986; Family Law

(Guardi anship of Mnors, Domicile and Maintenance) Act, chapter 46:08.

O fences under the Children Act and certain offences listed in the Schedule to
that Act trigger the court's power to protect children in various ways. The
Act defines "child" as a person under 14 years and a "young person" as someone
who is 14 or 15 years. Chapter 46:01 of the Act is mainly concerned with the
protection of children and young people, and the police are given w de powers
in this area.

The sentencing of juveniles, in particular the prohibition of capita
puni shnent and life inprisonnent (art. 37 (a))

153. The | egal system does not pernmit a death sentence to be pronounced or
recorded agai nst a person under the age of 18 years and he is instead
sentenced to be detained during the State's pleasure. (Sect. 79, Children
Act, chap. 46:01 as anended by Ordinance No. 6 of 1953).

Pl anned action in regard to children in conflict with the | aw

154. As a result of the escalation of crimnal activity, thought to be
particularly marked anong the juvenile popul ation, Cabinet appointed in
August 1992, an inter-nministerial comnmttee to exam ne the situation. The
conmittee submitted a report in January 1994 contai ni ng severa
reconmendati ons for the establishnment of projects/programes in the follow ng
ar eas.

155. Stigmatization. Having noted an increase in the proportion sentenced to
i mprisonnent and the research data on the deleterious effects of all custodial
sentences on prognosis, as well as the possible stigmatization which may

result fromany individually focused intervention, the mixing of categories of
det ai nees at the various institutions, the high proportion of remandees at the
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Youth Training Centre, and the award of custodial sentences for slight
of fences in sone cases, the committee recommended, inter alia, the follow ng
short-term neasures:

(a) Alternatives to custodial sentences at all levels and for all age
groups up to age 25. These m ght include:

(i) Weekend attendance centres;
(ii) Comunity service
(iii) The above conbined with individual or fam ly counselling;
(iv) The expanded use of the probation service; and
(v) Renmand on bail rather than in custody;
(b) The encouragenment of non-governmental organizations to participate
i n conmuni ty-based programes for young people into which offenders m ght be

pl aced al ongsi de non-of f enders;

(c) The expansi on and continui ng support for self-help ex-offender
groups within the conmunity;

(d) That of fenders under 25 years of age be given custodi al
di spositions only when clear need can be denonstrat ed;

(e) The provision of segregated facilities for children and young
peopl e on remand (unconvi cted) convicted of a status of fence only and
convicted of a crimnal offence and that such provisions should be nade for
both nal es and femal es.

156. Fanily related factors. The committee noted that |ack of parenting
skills was one factor associated with juvenile and youth crinme as well as

intrafam lial violence and | ack of parental neans. In this context the
strengt hening of the capability of the family to fulfil basic functions of
soci al i zation and incul cation of values was regarded as critical. In view of

this the conmittee recommended the followi ng neasures:
(a) Short term
(i) The conduct of parenting senminars/fanily life education
programmes in a variety of non-stigmatizing settings, such as
nei ghbour hood schools, maternity clinics and churches;
(ii) The dissem nation of information on fanily |ife education
(iii) The provision of intensive counselling and support for

famlies in distress in collaboration with voluntary
or gani zati ons;
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(b) Medi uni | ong term

(i) The establishment of multipurpose facilities, particularly in
hi gh-risk conmunities with provision for counselling roons,
education and training programres, recreation, etc.

(ii) The solidification of the legal franework for protecting
fam lies and their individual nenbers fromdetrinenta
practices such as child abuse, neglect and donestic viol ence.

157. Honel essness/destitution. The conmittee noted the problemof youth
honel essness and in particular the situation of young people who | eave the
children’s honmes and various correctional institutions. The comittee
reconmended the foll owi ng nmeasures:

(a) Short term

(i) The provision of temporary shelters and counsel ling services
for youths who are destitute with a viewto reuniting them
with their famlies;

(b) Medi uni |l ong term

(i) The devel opment of programmes at the custodial institutions
whi ch focus on building self-esteem positive attitudes,
noral values, etc. to enhance the quality of individuals
energing fromthese institutions;

(ii) The introduction of preparatory and counselling programes
for youths about to | eave institutions such as children's
hones and correctional institutions; and

(iii) The establishment of hal f-way houses to accommodate juveniles
di scharged fromchildren's homes and correctiona
institutions with no alternative accommodati on

158. Drug use and abuse. The committee recommended the foll owi ng nmeasures:
(a) Short term

(i) The conmi ssi oni ng by Government of a survey of drug use anong
t he post-school -age popul ation to determi ne the incidence of
drug use and abuse and to identify circunstances associ ated
with the onset of the habit;

(ii) The collection of data for both school and post-schoo
persons whi ch woul d di stinguish the incidence anong nal es and
fermal es so that appropriate treatnment and conmmuni cati on
strategi es may be devised; and

(iii) Continued support of the public awareness progranres
sponsored by the National Al cohol and Drug Abuse Prevention
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Programme and others and, follow ng research, the use of
targeted narketing strategies to address those sectors of the
popul ati on nost at risk

159. The committee made the foll owi ng general recommendations:

(a) The establishment of an inplenentation conmittee to devel op an
action plan for introduction of measures approved by Cabi net;

(b) The institution of neasures to ensure the collection of statistics
pertaining to juvenile and youth crine in a structured conprehensive manner in
order to accurately reflect the extent of the problenms of juvenile delinquency
and youth crime in the society, such as the establishment of a post of
denographer with a specialization in crimnology at the Central Statistica
Ofice; and

(c) The establishment of a centre for crimnological research which
could access findings frominternational sources.

160. Correctional Programmes. The comittee al so endorsed the reconmendati ons
for institutional care reformcontained in the Mnistry of Social Devel opnent
(Family Services Division) report on the situation analysis of children in
extrenmely difficult circunstances, such as:

(a) Trai ni ng:

(i) Upgradi ng of the entry requirenment for care givers so that
recruits and trainees nmight have the potential to fulfil the
m ssion of the correctional organization;

(ii) Ongoing training and retraining of staff to equip themto
better understand and respond to the challenges of their
j obs,

(b) Yout h Training Centre:

(i) The adoption of relevant aspects of the progranme at the
Youth Training Centre by other correctional institutions;

(ii) Further legislative reformto allow greater flexibility in
the treatnent of residents at the Centre, especially in
respect of the authority to involve young male offenders in
activities outside the institution other than education and
traini ng;

(iii) The assignment to the Youth Training Centre of a social
worker trained in rehabilitation and counselling;

(c) Probati on Services:

(i) The devel opnment of rehabilitation programes for the 21 to
25-year ol d age group
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(i) The provision of a fornal after-care progranme, possibly
under the auspices of the Probation Service, for youths
di scharged fromthe Youth Training Centre;

(iii) The initiation of a followup progranmme for ex-probationers
in terms of a routine check on the individual's status one or
two years after the probation period.

161. In keeping with the general recommendations, a comittee has been
appointed to nmonitor inplenmentation of the reconmendati ons contained in the
Juvenil e Deli nquency and Youth Crinme Committee report and a subsequent
mnisterial report identifying progranmmes pertinent to the recomendati ons.
This committee has been nmandated to:

(a) Ensure coordi nation of the activities of the various nministries in
respect of the inplenentation of projects/programes identified in the report;

(b) Revi ew progress of the projects/programes;

(c) Eval uate the inpact of project/progranme inplenmentation on the
crime situation;

(d) Prepare sem -annual reports; and

(e) Make recomendati ons for the introduction of new
proj ects/ programres or the expansion of existing ones based on eval uation.

162. In order to facilitate the execution of its nmandate the comrittee is
engaged in the follow ng tasks.

(a) Identification of nonitoring indicators in order to track progress
of the various projects/programes;

(b) Sensitization of the various Mnistries to the conmttee's nandat e;
and

(c) Sensitization of institutions targeting youth at risk.

163. The following factors and difficulties exist:

(a) The existing lawms) governing offences against children is(are)
archai ¢ and often contradictory;

(b) There are insufficient staff and courts to neet the requirenents of
the | egal services;

(c) Severe financial and human resource constraints prevent the
i npl enentati on of neasures alternative to institutionalization

(d) Ef fective nonitoring nechani sns are non-existent for children who
are being dealt with under the | aw

(e) | nadequacy of existing preventive progranmes for children at risk;
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(f) The majority of staff in institutions is ill-equipped in termnms of
attitude and training to address the special needs of the deprived children in
care.

B. Children in situations of exploitation, including physical and
psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration

Economi c exploitation, including child [ abour (art. 32

164. The Children Act, chapter 46:01 clearly states that a child under 12
cannot be enployed. Children under 14 cannot be enployed in any industrial
undert aki ng other than one in which only nenbers of the sane fanily are
enpl oyed.

165. Part VI of the Occupational Health and Safety Bill, 1993 which deals with
t he enpl oynment of young persons requires a young person to have a certificate
of fitness froma registered nedical practitioner before that young person can
be enployed in an industrial establishnment for a period of three nonths or

nor e.

Drug Abuse including neasures to prevent the use of children in the illicit
roduction and trafficking of substances (art. 33

166. The legislation in place conforms with this article.

167. The Governnent recently revised the adm nistrative machinery for the
demand reduction aspect of the National Al cohol and Drug Abuse Prevention
Programe (NADAPP) to conpri se:

(a) A Techni cal Advisory Council on Al cohol and Drug Abuse ( TACADA)
with responsibility for the devel opnment and i npl enentati on of the dermand
reducti on aspect of the NADAPP

(b) Ten sub-committees to act as advi sory bodies to TACADA and with
responsi bility for devel oping strategies to inplenent the various conponents
of the programe;

(c) A secretariat;

(d) Smal | Drug Abuse Prevention Units in relevant mnistries.

168. The NADAPP is engaged in a number of priority interventions, including:

(a) A conprehensi ve public education canpai gn which is being conducted
through its Information Centre and outreach activities within the primry and
secondary school system

(b) A substance abuse prevention policy is being fornulated in
col  aboration with the Mnistry of Education to include the training of
teachers and peer group | eaders and the devel opment of a curricul um based drug

educati on programe;

(c) Conmuni ty prevention programes in conjunction with NGOs.
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Sexual exploitation and sexual abuse (art. 34

169. The provisions of the Sexual O fences Act 1986 address sexua
exploitation and abuse:

(a) It is an of fence punishable by life inprisonment for a male to have
sexual intercourse with a female who is under 14 years and is not his wife
(sect. 6, Sexual O fences Act, 1986);

(b) Incest was introduced as a crimnal offence in 1979 and now appears
in the Sexual Ofences Act. The offence is commtted when a person has sexua
i ntercourse with sonmeone they know to be a blood relative. The relationships
that are covered are parent, child, brother, sister, grandparent, grandchild,
uncl e, niece, aunt or nephew and half brothers and sisters. Famly
rel ati onshi ps which are not blood rel ationships are also provided for. It is
an offence for an adult to have sexual intercourse with a minor who is their
adopted child, foster child, ward or dependant in their custody;

(c) Sexual intercourse by an adult with a minor in their enploy (who is
not their spouse) or who is subjected to that adult's control or direction
t hrough their enploynment, or receives wages or salary directly or indirectly
fromthat adult, is an of fence punishable by up to 10 years' inprisonnent
(sect. 11, Sexual O fences Act 1986);

(d) Buggery is punishable by life inprisonment if committed by an adult
on a minor, by 10 years' inprisonnment if conmitted by an adult on anot her
adult, and by 5 years' inprisonnment if conmitted by a m nor (sect. 13, Sexua
O fences Act, 1986);

(e) I ndecent assault is punishable by up to 5 years' inprisonment. A
person who is under 16 years cannot give any consent that woul d prevent such
an act from being assault;

(f) Procuring a minor under 16 to have sexual intercourse is treated in
the sane way as procuring for prostitution, and is punishable by up to 15
years' inprisonment.

170. Consistent with the United Nations Progranme of Action for the Prevention
of the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, a conmittee
was convened within the Mnistry of Social Devel opnent to fornulate an
appropriate National Programme of Action as well as to address a nunber of
current Mnistry concerns such as the elimnation of poverty, anti-crine
neasures, protection agai nst abuse and adopti on procedures in Trinidad and
Tobago. 1In this regard, a nunber of reconmendati ons specific to the adoption
process are being reviewed by the Adoption Board including anendnments in
respect of the Adoption of Children Act.

171. Additionally, the conmittee determined that there was insufficient data
concerning the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography in
the national context on which to formulate appropriate strategies. As a
result, an exploratory study of these phenonmena will be conducted shortly.
The objectives of the project are to:
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(a) Derive quantitative and qualitative data on the nature and extent
of child prostitution in Trinidad and Tobago;

(b) Provide the scientific basis for the devel opnent of strategies to
reduce the incidence of and to prevent an increase in child prostitution.

I X, CONCLUSI ON

172. The high priority accorded matters related to children in Trinidad and
Tobago is evident by the large extent to which Iocal l|egislation confornms with
the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. This
notw t hstandi ng, the preparation of the initial report detailing

i npl erent ati on nmeasures vis-a-vis the Convention, afforded this country a

wel cone opportunity to critically assess the situation of children froma
nunber of perspectives.

173. The process reveal ed not only the strengths, but the weaknesses in the
exi sting adm nistrative machinery for addressing children's issues. 1In this
regard, the need for the establishnent of a single authority to facilitate
policy forrulation on matters related to children as well as integrated
service delivery enmerged as a clear priority. It is envisaged that the
passage of the Child Care Services Bill, currently under review, will address
this issue as it nakes provision for the establishnment of a Child Care Board.

174. The exanination of all the laws related to the child and famly reveal ed
that several pieces of |egislation require amendnent, paranmount anong themthe
clarification and restructuring of the definition of the child to extend
protection to young persons up to the age of 18 years old. The Children Act,
chapter 46:01 has already been reviewed in this context.

175. The establishnment of a system of continuous data collection has al so been
identified as a critical variable to ensure nonitoring of the situation of
children. Such an information systemwould readily informthe policy
formul ati on and progranmre devel opnent process, thus facilitating tinely
interventions. Cognizant that nonitoring of the health and nutrition status

of children, particularly of the under-five age group, is crucial to future
survival and devel opnment, the Mnistry of Health is in the process of
devel opi ng an informati on database which will include the collection of health
and nutrition data pertinent to wonen and chil dren

176. The Mnistry of Social Developnent is also in the process of devel oping a
managenent informati on systemwhich will include nonitoring indicators
regarding the situation of children in especially difficult circunstances,
anong ot hers.

177. The provisions stipulated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child
have reveal ed two specific issues worthy of nention. These are the cultura
rel evance of the Convention in the context of a multicultural society such as
Trinidad and Tobago and the concomitant need for sensitization of the

popul ation at all |evels.

178. "Cultural appropriateness” has enmerged specifically with regard to issues
such as the mnimum age for marriage, corporal punishment and respect for the
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views of the child, anong others. |In order to facilitate effective
attitudi nal and behavi oural change, sensitization of the national community as
well as consultation at all |evels appear to be necessary first steps.

Trini dad and Tobago is in the process of devel oping a sensitization canpaign
targeting the education system private enterprise, non-governnenta

organi zations, State agencies and the nedia, as the Governnment is of the firm
view that joint action and coordination is the nost viable neans of
strengthening and vitalizing a children's rights culture.
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ANNEX |

Achi evenents in relation to the health goals adopted
at the Wirld Summt for Children

Coal 1: Reduction of infant and under-five child nortality rate by one
third or to 50 and 70 per 1,000 live births respectively, whichever
is |ess.

1. Primary Indicator(s)

A Under-five child nortality rate (1990)
- male 3.12 per 1,000 live births
- female 2.53 per 1,000 live births
- both sexes 2.80 per 1,000 live births
B. Infant nortality rate (1990)
- mal e 13.96 per 1,000 live births
- female 11.39 per 1,000 live births
- both sexes 12.70 per 1,000 live births
Both sexes 10.5 per 1,000 live births (1992)
2. Secondary Indicator(s
A Neonatal nortality rate (1990)

(deaths in first 28 days after birth) - nmale 9.83 per 1,000 |ive
births, fenale 8.18 per 1,000 live births.

Both sexes 6.89 per 1,000 live births (1992)

Coal 2: Bet ween 1990 and the year 2000, reduction of maternal nortality
rate by half.
A Primary Indicator(s)

Maternal Mortality rate (1992) - 60.79 per 100, 000 popul ati on

Coal 3: Bet ween 1990 and the year 2000, reduction of severe and noderate
mal nutrition anong under-five children by half.

1988 - 7 per cent of the children in Trinidad and Tobago cl assified
as "mal nouri shed".

The statistics suggest a very low level of malnutrition in the country.
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SUPPORTI NG NUTRI TI ON GOALS

Goal

Goal

Goal

Goal

12: Reduction of the rate of low birth weight (less than 2.5 kg) to
| ess than 10 per cent.

A Primary Indicator(s)

Proportion of live births that weigh bel ow 2,500 grans - (1989) -

18 per cent of all live births.
d obal eradication of polionyelitis by the year 2000

A Primary Indicator(s) (shorter term

Nunber of new cases of flaccid paralysis per 100,000 popul ation - (1990)

- NL

B. Primary Indicator(s) (longer tern)

Nunber of new confirnmed cases of polio per 100,000 popul ation - (1990)

20:

A

Nunber

B

Nunber

21:

A

NI L

El i mi nati on of neonatal tetanus by 1995

Prinmary | ndi cator(s)

of deaths from neonatal tetanus per 1,000 live births
1990 - NI L
1992 - NI L

Secondary I ndicator(s

of cases of neonatal tetanus per 1,000 live births
1990 - NI L
1992 - NI L

Reducti on by 95 per cent in neasles deaths and reduction

by 90 per cent of neasles cases conpared to pre-imunization
| evel s by 1995, as a nmjor step to the gl obal eradication of
neasles in the longer run

Prinmary | ndicator(s)

Nurmber of under-five deaths from neasles per 1,000 live births

1990 - NI L
1992 - NI L
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B. Secondary Indicator(s
Preval ence of neasles in under-five popul ation
1990 - 3.7 per 1,000 persons.
22: Mai nt enance of a high level of inmmunization coverage (at | east

90 per cent of children under one year of age by the year 2000)
agai nst di phtheria, tuberculosis and agai nst tetanus for wonen of
chi | d- beari ng age.

A. Prinmary | ndicator(s)

Proportion of one-year-old children fully imunized agai nst neasles -
(1990) - 69 per cent of the popul ation aged (0-24 nonths). Proportion of
pregnant woren fully imunized agai nst tetanus. Data not readily
avai |l abl e.

B. Secondary I ndicator(s

Proportion of one-year-old children fully inmunized agai nst DPT - (1990)
- 82.8 per cent of the popul ation aged 0-12 nonths.

Proportion of one-year-old children fully imunized agai nst tubercul osis
- current statistical data is not readily available. However very few
cases of this disease have been reported within recent tine.

23: Reduction by 50 per cent in the deaths due to diarrhoea in children
under the age of five years and 25 per cent reduction in the
di arrhoea i nci dence rate.

A. Prinmary | ndicator(s)

Nurmber of under-five deaths fromdiarrhoea per 1,000 live births - 1992
- 0.3 per cent per 1,000 popul ati on.

B. Secondary I ndicator(s
Preval ence of all cases of diarrhoea in under-fives treated with ora
rehydration salts or an appropriate household solution - (1990) -

100 per cent of all cases are treated with oral rehydration therapy.

24: Reduction by one third of the deaths due to acute
respiratory infections in children under five years.

A. Prinmary | ndicator(s)

Nurmber of under-five deaths from pneunonia per 1,000 live births - 1992 -
1.1 per cent per 1,000 live births.
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B. Secondary I ndicator(s

Preval ence of pneunonia in under-five population - current data specific
to the under-five population is unavailable. The proportion for infants
(under one year old) in 1990 was 5.5 per 1,000 popul ation

Proportion of health facilities which have appropriate antibiotics and at
| east one staff nenber trained in ARl case managenent - (1990)
60 per cent of all governnent health facilities.

SUPPORTI NG WATER GOAL

Coal 25: El i mi nati on of gui nea-worm di sease (dracunculiasis) by the
year 2000.
A Primary Indicator(s)

Nunber of new cases of dracunculiasis (guinea-worm per 100, 000
popul ation - (1992) - NIL.

B. Secondary I ndicator(s

Proportion of villages which have any cases of dracunculiasis - (1992) -
NI L.
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ANNEX 1 |

Recorded achi evenents in reaching the Wrld Sumni t
for Children goals in the field of education

Coal 6: Uni versal access to basic education, an achi evenent of prinary
education by at |least 80 per cent of primary school age children
t hrough formal schooling with enphasis on reducing the current
di spariti es between boys and girls*

1. Primary Indicator(s) (short term

A Proportion of children entering first grade of primary school who

The data suggests that Trinidad and Tobago is wel

successfully conplete grade 4

Mal e 91 per cent of the school age popul ation

1990 -

Fenal e 94 per cent of the school age popul ation

on its way to achieving

access to basic education in the near future.

B. Proportion of primary school age children enrolled in primary school (net
enrol ment)
1990 Net enrolnment of primary school age children
Gender Popul ati on Enr ol nent Popul ati on
Mal e 101 574 89 419 88
Feral e 101 961 91 712 90
The data shows a fairly equitable access to primary school by both sexes
whi ch indicates that the country does not suffer fromany disparity
bet ween the sexes in obtaining educational opportunities.
2. Primary Indicator(s) (longer tern)
A Proportion of children 10 to 12 reaching a level of |earning achi evenent

inliteracy, nuneracy and life skills

1990 - 96 per cent of each gender who conprise students preparing for the
Common Entrance Exam nation

*

Data on Goal 6 refers to public schools only.
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Al though the statistical data shows that a very high [ evel of students at
the Conmon Entrance level are literate, the existence of many first year
secondary school students with problens in |literacy and numeracy suggests
that the data is not truly representative of the situation. To assess

the true situation nore detailed analysis has to be done.

3. Secondary Indicators(s
A Proportion of children enrolled in primary school who are repeating a
grade
Mal e 10. 3 per cent
1990 - Conprising grade 7 children repeating the Conmon
Entrance Exam nati on
Fenal e 12. 8 per cent
B. Proportion of children in each grade who drop out of primary schoo
Gender Gade 1 G ade 2 G ade 3 G ade 4
Mal e 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5
Femal e 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.6
Gender G ade 4 G ade 6 G ade 7
Mal e 0.5 0.7 2.1
Feral e 0.6 0.6 1.6

C. Average nunber of pupils per teacher in primary schools

1990 - 27 students per teacher
Coal 7: Reduction of the adult literacy rate (the appropriate age group to
be deternmined in each country) to at least half of its 1990 |evel,
with emphasis on fermale literacy.
1. Primary |ndicator(s)

Proportion of population aged 15 years and ol der who are able with

understanding, to both read and wite a short sinple statenent on
everyday life

Mal e 90 per cent
1990 - Age 15+
Fenal e 93 per cent
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The data reflects a high level of adult literacy which is fairly
equi t abl e between the sexes. However, other evidence suggests that nany
persons are illiterate, and nmany wonen are unable to maxi m se on
educational and enpl oynent opportunities because they lack literacy
skills. Accelerated steps are being taken to inplenent adult literacy
programes especially for wonen.



