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51/ 86. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng treatnent or puni shnent

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,?
article 7 of the International Covenant on Cvil and Political Rights,? the
Decl aration on the Protection of Al Persons from Being Subjected to Torture
and G her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatment or Punishnment® and its
resol ution 39/46 of 10 Decenber 1984, by which it adopted and opened for
signature, ratification and accession the Convention against Torture and O her
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatnent or Punishnment, and all its subsequent
rel evant resol utions,

Recalling its resolution 36/151 of 16 Decenber 1981, in which it noted
wi th deep concern that acts of torture took place in various countries,
recogni zed the need to provide assistance to the victins in a purely
humani tarian spirit and established the United Nations Vol untary Fund for
Victins of Torture,

Recalling the reconmendation in the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of
Action, adopted by the World Conference on Human Ri ghts on 25 June 1993, *

! Resolution 217 A (111).

2 See resolution 2200 A (XXl), annex.
3 Resol ution 3452 (XXX), annex.

4 A/ CONF. 157/ 24 (Part 1), chap. I11.
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that high priority should be given to providing the necessary resources for
assistance to victins of torture and effective renedies for their physical
psychol ogi cal and social rehabilitation, inter alia, by additiona
contributions to the Fund,

Noting with satisfaction the existence and rapi d expansi on of an
i nternational network of centres for the rehabilitation of torture victins,
whi ch plays an inportant role in providing assistance to victinms of torture,
and the collaboration of the Fund with the centres,

1. Wl cones the report of the Committee against Torture,® submitted
in accordance with the provision of article 24 of the Convention agai nst
Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishment;

2. Notes with appreciation that during the present reporting period,

ei ght States have becone parties to the Convention, increasing the nunber of
States parties to one hundred,

3. Uges all States that have not yet done so to becone parties to
the Convention as a matter of priority;

4. Invites all States ratifying or acceding to the Convention and
those States which are parties to the Convention and whi ch have not yet done
so to consider joining the States parties that have al ready nmade the
decl arations provided for in articles 21 and 22 of the Convention and to
consi der the possibility of withdrawing their reservations to article 20;

5. Urges States parties to conply strictly with their obligations
under the Convention, including their obligation to submt reports in
accordance with article 19 of the Convention, in view of the high nunber of
reports not submtted;

6. Calls upon all Governments to cooperate with and assist the
Speci al Rapporteur on questions relating to torture in the performance of his
task and to supply all necessary information requested by himand to react
appropriately to his urgent appeals;

7. Approves the nethods of work enpl oyed by the Special Rapporteur
in particular as regards urgent appeals, reiterates his need to be able to
respond effectively to credible and reliable information that comes before
him invites himto continue to seek the views and conments of all concerned,
i ncludi ng Menber States, in the elaboration of his report, and expresses its
appreci ation of the continuing discrete and i ndependent way in which he
carries out his work;

8. Stresses the need for regul ar exchanges of views between the
Conmittee against Torture, the Special Rapporteur and other relevant United
Nat i ons nmechani sns and bodies, with a view to enhancing further their
ef fecti veness and cooperation on issues relating to torture, inter alia, by
i mproving their coordination
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9. Commends the office of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts/Centre for Human Ri ghts of the Secretariat for the support given
to States in the preparation of national reports to the Comm ttee;

10. Urges States parties to take fully into account the concl usions
and recommendati ons nade by the Committee after its consideration of their
reports;

11. Urges all States parties to the Convention to notify the
Secretary-CGeneral of their acceptance of the anendments to articles 17 and 18
of the Convention as soon as possible;

12. Encour ages the open-ended working group of the Comm ssion on Human
Rights on the el aboration of a draft optional protocol to the Convention to
intensify its deliberations with a viewto an early conclusion of its work;

13. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to the Governnents,
organi zati ons and i ndividuals that have already contributed to the United

Nati ons Voluntary Fund for Victinms of Torture;

14. Appeal s to all Governnents, organizations and individuals in a
position to do so to respond favourably to requests for contributions to the
Fund, if possible on a regular basis and annually before the neeting of the
Board of Trustees of the Fund and if possible also with a substantial increase
in the level of contributions, so that consideration may be given to the
ever-increasing demand for assistance;

15. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to transmit to all Governnents the
appeal s of the General Assenbly for contributions to the Fund;

16. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to include the
Fund on an annual basis anmong the programmes for which funds are pl edged at
the United Nations Pl edgi ng Conference for Devel opnment Activities;

17. Expresses its appreciation to the Board of Trustees of the Fund
for the work it has acconpli shed;

18. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to assist the Board of Trustees of
the Fund in its appeal for contributions and its efforts to make better known
t he exi stence of the Fund and the financial means currently available to it,
as well as in its assessnment of the gl obal need for international funding of
rehabilitation services for torture victins and, in this effort, to make use
of all existing possibilities, including the preparation, production and
di ssem nation of information materials;

19. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure the provision of
adequate staff and facilities for the bodi es and nechani sns t hat conbat
torture, corresponding to the strong support expressed by Menber States for
conbating torture;

20. Invites donor countries and recipient countries that so agree to
consider including in their bilateral progranmes and projects relating to the
training of arned forces and police personnel, as well as health-care
personnel, matters relating to the protection of human rights and the
prevention of torture;
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21. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the Conm ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-third session and to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-third session a report on the status of the Convention as well as a
report on the operations of the Fund;

22. Deci des to consider the reports of the Secretary-CGeneral and the
Conmittee against Torture at its fifty-third session under the sub-item
entitled "I nplenentati on of human rights instruments”

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



