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53/214. Questions relating to the programme budget for the biennium 1998-1999

The General Assembly

REQUEST FOR A SUBVENTION TO THE UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR DISARMAMENT
RESEARCH RESULTING FROM THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF THE INSTITUTE ON THE WORK PROGRAMME OF THE INSTITUTE FOR 1999

Approveghe recommendation for a subventior2@B,000United States dollars from the regular budget
of the United Nations to the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Resead@®®ron theinderstanding
that no additional appropriation would be required under section 2B, Disarmament, of thenpr@dudget for
the bienniunl998-1999;

Il
OFFICE ACCOMMODATION AT THE PALAIS WILSON

Takes notef the report of the Secretary-General on a cost-benefit analysis on the use of existing conference
facilities at the Palais Wilson in Geneva;

1 A/53/302.
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NET BUDGETING, INCLUDING ITS IMPACT ON THE FUNCTIONING
OF THE ENTITIES CONCERNED

Takes notef the report of the Secretary-General on net budgeting, including its impact on the functioning
of the entities concernéd, and endorses the observations made by the Chairman of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions before the Fifth Comniittee;

v
FIRST PERFORMANCE REPORT

Having considerethe first performance report of the Secretary-General on the programdget tfor
the bienniunml998-1999 and the related report of Auvisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions,

1. Reaffirmsthe budgetary process as approved in its resoldfiéifl3 of 19 Rcemberl 986 and as
reaffirmed in subsequent aations;

2. Reaffirms alsats resolutiorb2/220 of 22 RBcembefl997;

3. Takes notef the first performance report of the Secretary-General on the programlaet lfor the
biennium1998-1999 and the related report of Awvisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions,

4. Reaffirmsthe requirement of all Member States to fulfil their financidigaltions as set out in the
Charter of the United Nations promptly and in full and without imposing conditions;

5. Recognizethe detrimental effect of the withholding of assessed contributions on the administrative
and financial functioning of the United Nations;

6. Approvesa net decrease of 48,200,900llars in the appropriations approved for the biennium
1998-1999 and a net decrease 662,500dollars in the estimates of income for the biennil888-1999, to
be apportioned among expenditure and income sections as indicated in the report of the Secretary-General;

7. Expresses conceabout the fact that a number of sections of the programme budget continue to reflect
high levels of vacancy, which could have an impact on the fuleimghtaibn of the progreames and atities
mandated by the General Assembly;

8. Reiterateghat the vacancy rate is a tool for budgetary calculations and should not be used to achieve
budgetary savings;

2 A/53/410.

3 SeeOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third Session, Fifth Comn3i@igeneeting
(A/C.5/53/SR.39), and corrigdum.

4 A/53/693.

® A/53/7/Add.8. For the final text, se@fficial Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third Session,
Supplement No..7
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9. Also reiterateghat a high vacancy rate hampers the delivery of mandated mrogsaand abtities,
and stresses that deliberate managementialesito keep a certain number ofsgovacant makes thedget
process less transparent and the managememtfbfestources more difficult;

10. Reaffirmsthat only the General Assembly has the authority to establish and abglistirpthe rgular
budget;

11. Requestshe Secretary-General immediately to intensify recruitment efforts in order to reduce the
number of vacancies, particularly in those areas where there are high vacancy rates;

12. Decidesthat the vacancy rate for posts in the Priadesd and higher categories should not be more
than 5 per cent at the end of the biennium 1998-1999, and in this context requests the Secretary-General to take
all the necessary steps to achieve this objective;

13. Requestdhe Secretary-General to enhance the Office of the President of the General Assembly by
taking all the necessary steps to ensure the full implementati@mazfrpph 1B.10 of the report of the Secretary-
General entitled “United Nations reform: measures and propdsals”, as adopted by the General Assembly in its
resolution 52/220, so as togwide transparency and accountability and thereby strengthen the ability of the
President of the General Assembly effectively and efficiently to discharge the responsibilities of the Office as
deemed appropriate;

14. Decideghat the President of the General Assembly, consistent with the approved prograigete b
should have full authority to use thanfls provided in the budget for the Office, including hospitality and travel
and any other requirements for the accomplishment of the official restiiesib

15. Notesthat paragraphs 74 to 80 of itsaksion 52/220 defined the procedures to biofved in the
proposed programmaubget in dealing with activities related to country-specific special rapporteurs whose
mandates had expired in 1997 and, as a consequence, there weligithaal mandates for inclusion in the
proposed programmailiget for the bienniurh998-1999;

16. Reaffirmsthat, in accordance with the provisions afggraph 79 of its retution52/220, nodinds
directly related to these non-mandated activities could be committed to them pending the consideration of the
report on the relationship between the treatment of perennial activities and the use of the contingency fund, as
requested in paragraph 78 of itsaletion 52/220;

17. Regretghat the provisions of the decision containedaragraph 79 of redution 52/220 were not
implemented, since the required report was not considered before 1R@&actlated to country-specific
special rapporteurs were implemented;

18. Requestshe Secretary-General to improve the presentation of the budget performance reports by
separately reflettg the impact of average vacancy rates on changes related to salaries and cafficusist
for each budget section;

19. Also requestthe Secretary-General to provide an explanation when average vacancy rates are higher
than the level approved by the General Assembly;

20. Reiteratesthe need for the Secretary-General to ensure that resources are utilized strictly for the
purposes approved by the General Assembly;

21. Regretsthe tendency towards excessive use of consultants, in particular in areas where in-house
expertise is available, and requests the Secretary-General to resort in future to the use of conbuitdrsts

¢ A/52/303.
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in-house expertise is not available and in accordance with théngxiates and regulations and relevant
resolutions;

22. Reaffirmsthat changes in mandated programmes andtast are the prerogative of the General
Assembly;

\Y

CONSOLIDATION OF TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT SERVICING
OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODIES

Takes notef the report of the Secretary-Genéral, and decides to revert to this question as appropriate in
the context of the reform process;

VI

CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL CONFERENCE FACILITIES AT ADDIS ABABA
AND BANGKOK

Takes notef the reports of the Secretary-General on the construction of conference facilities at Addis
Ababa and Bangkdk, and endorses themegendations of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions contained aragraph 5 of its repoft;

Vi
INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEM

Reaffirmingits resolutiongt3/217 of 21 Bcembell988 and 52/227 of 3arch1998,

Having consideredhe tenth progress report of the Secretary-Gefferal, as well as the report of the
independent experts on the Integrated Manant Informadbn System projeét and the related report of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questidns,

1. Expresses serious concetimt the tenth progress report of the Secretary-General has not been
submitted in full compliance withgoagraph 13 of its retution 52/227;

2. Notes with concernthat the report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services requested in
paragraph 11 of its resoluti®2/227, which Bould have been taken into aoat in preparing the tenth progress
report, has not been submitted,;

" AI53/452.
8 A/52/579 and A/53/347.

9 A/53/7/Add.5. For the final text, sd@fficial Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third Session,
Supplement No. 7.

10 A/53/573.
1 A/53/662.

12 A/53/7/Add.7. For the final text, se@fficial Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third Session,
Supplement No. 7.
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3. Requestghe Board of Auditors to review the status of iaméntaibn of the recommendations
contained in its updated special audit of the Integrated Mamag Informaon Systent? taking into account
the provisions of General Assembly resoluti@i227;

4, Also requestshe Board of Auditors to continue monitoring the activities related to the Integrated
Management Informain System project as part of its ongoing regular audits of the financehstas;

5. Reiterateghe request contained in paragraph 16 of itsluden 52/227 that the Secretary-General
ensure that adequate and qualified staff arigyed to the imm@mentaibn and operation of the Integrated
Management Informain System at all duty stations;

6. Requestghe Secretary-General to take all the necessary actions to ensure that the activities are
performed with a maximum of efficiency and economy;

7. Decidesto approve an additional appropriation of 3.3 million dollars;

8. Decides alsto defer further consideration of the tenth progress report of the Secretary-&eneral, the
report of the independent experts on the Integrated Mamag Informdon System proje¢t and the related
report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Que&tions until the resumed fifty-third
session, and requests the Secretary-General to submitgththe Advisory Committee, an addendum to his
report, taking into consideration the report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services;

Vil

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE AND COMPENSATION FOR OFFICIALS OTHER THAN
SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS: MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE,
JUDGES OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE PROSECUTION OF PERSONS

RESPONSIBLE FOR SERIOUS VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
COMMITTEDIN THE TERRITORY OF THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIASINCE991

AND JUDGES OF THE INTERNATIONALCRIMINAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE

PROSECUTION OF PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR GENOCIDE AND OTHER SERIOUS
VIOLATIONSOF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW COMMITTED

IN THE TERRITORY OF RWANDA AND RWANDAN CITIZENSRESPONSIBLE FOR
GENOCIDE AND OTHER SUCH VIOLATIONS COMMITTED IN THE TERRITORY OF
NEIGHBOURING STATES BETWEEN 1 JANUARY AND 31 DECEMBERY94

Recallingits resolutions87/240 of 21 Bcemberl 982, and the annex thereto camitag the Travel and
Subsistence Regulations of the International Court of Jud&¢250 A to C of 21 Bcembel 990 and 48/252
A to C of 26 May 1994 and sémh |V of its resolution50/216 of 23 Bcemberl995 on the emluments,
pensions and otheonditions of service of thenembers of the Interriahal Court of Justice, as well as
paragraphs 1 and 5 of its res@ut52/217 of 22 [@cembed 997 on the finanag of the International Tribunal
for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed
in the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia sint891, @mragraphs 1 and 6 of its odstion 52/218 of
22 Decembed 997 on the finaniog of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons
Responsible for Genocide and Other Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the
Territory of Rwanda and Rwandan Citizens Responsible for Genocide and Other Such Violations Committed in
the Territory of Neighbouring States between 1 January ande8aniberl 994, and its regution’52/220 on
guestions relating to the proposed progree udget for the bienniurh998-1999,

13 A/52/755, annex.
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Having onsideredhe relevant reports of the Secretary-Geferal and the related reports of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questiéns,

1. Approvesthe recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions on the emoluments, pensions and other conditions of semiembérs of the Interriahal Court
of Justice;

2. Concurswith the observation made by the Advisory Committeearagraph 21 of its repotf
regarding a revien to article 7, pragraph 2, of the Pdana Scteme Rgulations for Members of the
International Court of Justice;

3. Decides in this regard, to amend article 7, paragraph 2, of theidPeBsteme Rgulations for
Members of the International Court of Justice to read as follbws:

“Pensions in payment shall be automatically revised by the same percentage and at the same date
as salary adjustments.”;

4. Approvesthe recommendations of the Advisory Committee on the emoluments, pensions and other
conditions of service of tHadges of the International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for
Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since
1991 and thgudges of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for
Genocide and Other Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of Rwanda
and Rwandan Citizens Responsible for Genocide and Other Such Violations Committed in the Territory of
Neighbouring States between 1 January and&kmbed 994;

5. Also approveshe travel and subsistence regulations for the judges of the International Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia and the judges of the International Tribunal for Rwanda contained ifildaribe report
of the Secretary-Generdl;

6. Further approveshe pension s@me rgulations for the judges of the International Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia and the paeos scleme rgulations for the judges of the International Tribunal for Rwanda
contained in annexes IV and V, respectively, to the report of the Secretary-General, with consequential
modifications resulting from the decisions taken by the General Assembly in the present resolution;

7. Decidesthat the emoluments, pensions, and other conditions of service forethbers of the
International Court of Justice, the judges of the International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and the judges
of the International Tribunal for Rwanda shall be reviewed at its fifty-sixth session;

IX

14 A/C.5/53/11 and A/52/520.

5A/52/696 and A32/697; and A/51/Add.8 and A53/7/Add.6. For the final text, se@fficial Records of the
General Assembly, Fiftfjrst Session, Supplement No., aid ibid. Fifty-third Session, Supplement No. 7A.

18 A/53/7/Add.6. For the final text, sd@fficial Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-third Session,
Supplement No. 7A.

17 For the text of the Regulations amended pursuant to resold6d2s0 B and 48/252 B, see A/52/520,
annex Il

18 A/52/520.
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UNITED NATIONS POLITICAL OFFICE IN BOUGAINVILLE

Takes noteof the estimate of 1,395,3@bllars under section 3, Peacekeeping operations and special
missions, and 48,300dollars under section 32,8t assessment, of the prognae hudget for the biennium
1998-1999, on thenderstanding that such additional appropriations as magdaessary will be dealt with
outside the procedures related to the contingency fund, as provided in ammagiaph 11, to General Assembly
resolutiord1/213;

X
CONTINGENCY FUND

Takes notef the report of the Secretary-General entitled “Contingency fund: consolidatdestabf
programme budget implidans and revised estimate§”, and notes that a balance3@71800dollars would
remain in the contingency fund;

Xl

RECOSTING OF OUTSTANDING STATEMENTS OF PROGRAMME BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
AND REVISED ESTIMATES

Takes notef the report of the Secretary-General on the recostingtsfanding sta¢ments of programme
budget implications and revised estimdfes, and decides that théngeeost the related adjustments should be
reflected in the revised appropriation for the bienni@88-1999.

93rd plenary meeting
18 Decembel 998

19 A/C.5/53/48.
20 A/C.5/53/49.



