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No. 3221. CONVENTION’ FOR THE REGULATION OF THE
MESHES OF FISHING NETS AND THE SIZE LIMITS
OF FISH. SIGNED AT LONDON, ON 5 APRIL 1946

PREAMBLE

The Governmentsof Belgium, Denmark, Eire, France,Iceland,the Nether-
lands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Swedenand the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, desiring to concludea Conventionfor the
Regulationof the Meshesof Fishing Nets andthe Size Limits of Fish,haveagreed
as follows

PART 1.—EXTENT OF THE CONVENTION

Article 1

The area to which this Convention applies shall be all waters which are
situatedwithin thosepartsof the Atlantic andArctic Oceansandtheir dependent
seaswhich lie north of 48 degreesnorth latitude and between42 degreeswest
longitude and 32 degreeseastlongitude, but excluding the Baltic Seaand Belts
lying to the southandeastof linesdrawnfrom HasenoreHeadto Gniben Point,
from Korshageto Spodsbiergand from Gilbierg Head to the Kullen.

Article 2

Nothing in the presentConventionshall be deemedto diminish the exclusive
rights of vesselsregisteredor owned in the territory of eachContractingGovern-
ment to fish in waterswhere that ContractingGovernmenthas exclusivejuris-
diction over fisheries.

1 In accordancewith article 14, the Conventioncameinto force on 5 April 1953, two months
after the depositof instrumentsof ratification by all the Governmentswhich had signedthe
Convention,with theexceptionof articles5, 8 and9 which tookeffecton 5 April 1954. Following
is a list of Stateson behalfof which the instrumentsof ratification were depositedwith the
Governmentof theUnitedKingdom of GreatBritain andNorthernIrelandon thedatesindicated:

United Kingdom . . . . IL July 1946 France 19 January1949
Sweden 7 August 1946 Ireland 2 January1950
Poland 22 January 1947 Portugal 13 July 1950
Denmark 11 April 1947 Belgium 9 May 1951
Norway 21 July 1947 Iceland 7 September1951
Netherlands 10 January 1948 Spain 5 February 1953

In accordancewith article 15, the Conventioncame into force in respectof the Federal
Republicof Germanyon 11 June1954 by depositof the instrumentof accession.
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Article 3

Nothing in this Conventionshall be deemedto prejudice the claims of any
Contracting Governmentin regardto the limits of territorial waters.

PART 11.—REGuLATIoN OF THE MESHES OF FISHING NETS AND THE SIZE LIMITS

OF FISH

Article 4

Subject to the provisionsof Articles 8, 10 and 16(2), the provisions of this
Conventionshallapply to all vesselsof any ContractingGovernmenteither when
they are operatingin the waterswherethatContractingGovernmenthasexclusive
jurisdiction over fisheries,or when they are operatingoutsidesuch waters.

Article 5

No vesselshall carry on board or use any trawl, seine,or othernet towed
or hauledat or nearthe bottomof the sea,whichhasin any part of the net meshes
of less dimensionsthan thosespecifiedin Annex I I to this Convention provided
that a trawl net madeof single twine and containingno manila or sisalin any
part may be carriedon boardor used by a vessel,notwithstandingthat such
a net has a minimum size of mesh5 mm. less than the dimensionsspecified in
Annex I to this Convention.

Article 6

Notwithst~.ndingthe provisions of Article 5, vessels fishing for mackerel,
clupeoid fishes, sand eels (Ammodytes),smelts, eels, great weevers(Trachinus
draco), shrimps, prawns,nephropsor molluscs,may carry on boardand use nets
having meshesof dimensionsless than thoseso specified provided that (a) any
fishinginstrumentsusedby suchvesselsfor the captureof any of the fish described
in this Article shall not beusedfor the purposeof capturingotherkinds of fish;
and (b) any fish in excessof the percentagesset out in Annex III 2 to this Con-
vention, of the speciesset out in Annex II ~ to this Convention, which may be
capturedby such instrumentsand which are of less than the minimum sizes
prescribedin Annex II to this Conventionshall be returnedto the sea imme-
diately after capture.

1 Seep. 214 of this volume.
Seep. 216 of this volume.

8 See p. 214 of this volume.
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Article 7

(1) No vessel while operatingshall use any device by meansof which the
meshin any part of a fishing net to which Article 5 of this Conventionapplies
is obstructedor otherwisein effect diminished.

(2) Notwithstandingthe provisionsof the foregoing paragraph,it shall not
be deemedto be unlawful to attachto the undersideof the cod-endof a trawl
net anycanvas,netting,or othermaterial,for thepurposeof preventingor reducing
wear andtear.

Article 8

Subject to the provisions of Annex III to this Convention, no vessel shall
retain on boardanyseafish of the descriptionsset out in Annex II to this Con-
vention, of a lesssize than the sizeprescribedtherein for eachfish, and all such
fish shallbe returnedimmediatelyto the sea;providedthat they may be retained
on board for the purposeof transplantationto other fishing grounds.

Article 9

Subject to the provisionsof Annex III to this Convention,eachContracting
Governmentundertakesto prohibit by regulationsthe landing, sale, exposure
oroffer for sale,in its territoriesof anyseafishof thedescriptionssetout in AnnexII
to this Conventionwhich are of a less size than the size prescribedtherein for
each fish and havebeencaughtin the watersdefinedin Article 1 of this Conven-
tion, whethersuchfish are wholeor havehadtheirheadsor anyotherpartremoved.

Article 10

The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to fishing operations
conducted for the purposesof scientific investigation, or to fish taken in the
courseof suchoperations,but fish so takenshall not be sold, or exposedor offered
for sale in contraventionof the provisionsof Article 9.

Article 11

The ContractingGovernmentsagreeto take, in their territoriesandin regard
to their vessels,to which this Conventionapplies,appropriatemeasuresto ensure
the applicationof the provisionsof thisConventionandthe punishmentof infrac-
tions of the said provisions.

No. 3221
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PART 111.—CoNSTITuTION OF PERMANENT COMMISSION

Article 12

(1) The Contracting Governmentsundertaketo set up a permanentCom-
missionto which eachof them shallappointoneor if they so desiretwo delegates.

(2) The Commission shall elect its own Presidenteither from among the
delegatesor from independentnominees. If a delegatehasbeenelectedPresident
he shall forthwith ceaseto be the delegateof his Governmentand that Govern-
ment shallhavethe right to appointanotherpersonto serveas its delegate.

(3) The Commissionshalldraw up its own rulesof procedureincluding pro-
visions for the term of office of the Presidentand the electionof subsequentPresi-
dentsand suchrulesmay be alteredor amendedfrom time to time by a majority
of the delegatesof Contracting Governmentswho are presentand vote. Only
in the caseof an evendivision of votes on any such matter shall tile President
havea castingvote and it shall be decisive.

(4) For the purposeof voting on all matterswithin the scopeof this article
eachContracting Governmentshall possessone vote, whether it has appointed
one delegateor two, but the vote may be exercisedby either delegate.

(5) It shall bethe duty of this Commissionto considerwhetherthe provisions
of this Conventionshould be extendedor altered. For this purposethe Com-
mission shallwhere practicableconsult the InternationalCouncil for the Explo-
ration of the Sea.

(6) The Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain and Northern
Ireland undertakesto call the first meeting of this Commissionin the United
Kingdom within two years from the coming into force of this Convention, and
to call subsequentmeetings at the requestof the President at such time and
in such placesas the Commissionshall decide.

(7) There shall be a meetingof the Commissionnot less than oncein every

three years.

(8) The Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain and Northern
Ireland undertakesto communicatethe agendafor the first meeting to all other
ContractingGovernmentsnotlessthan onemonthbeforethe dateof the meeting.

(9) Reportsof the proceedingsof the Commissionshall be transmitted by
the Presidentof the Commissionto the Governmentof the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which shall in turn communicatethem
to all tile Governmentswhich have ratified or accededto this Convention.

(10) The Contracting Governmentsundertaketo give effect to any recom-
mendationof the Commissionfor the extensionor alterationof this Convention
which hasbeencarriedunanimouslyat a meetingof the Commissionandaccepted
by all Contracting Governmentsnot representedat tile meeting.

No. 3221
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Article 13

(1) For the purposesof this Convention the expression “vessel” means

(a) any vesselor boatemployedin fishing for seafish or in the treatmentof sea
fish ; or

(b) any vesselor boat usedpartly or wholly for the purposeof tile transport of
seafish

registeredor owned in the territories of any ContractingGovernment.

(2) Theexpression“territories” denotesinrelationto any ContractingGovern-
ment
(a) its metropolitan territory;
(b) any territory in respectof which action has beentaken by the Contracting

Governmentunder Article 16; and
(c) the waters where the Contracting Governmenthas exclusive jurisdiction

over fisheries.

Article 14

This Conventionshall be ratified as soon as possibleand shall comeinto
forcetwo monthsafter the depositof instrumentsof ratification by all the Govern-
mentswhich havesigned the Convention, or upon such earlier dateas may be
agreedbetweenany Governmentswhichmay ratify or accedeto it underArticle 15
in respectof those Governments.

Article 15

(1) Any Government (other than the Governmentof a territory to which
Article 16 applies) which has not signed this Conventionmay accede thereto
at anytime after it hascomeinto force in accordancewith Article 14. Accession
shall be affectedby meansof a notification in writing addressedto the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and shall
take effect immediately after the dateof its receipt.

(2) The Governmentof the United Kingdom will inform all the Govern-
ments which havesignedor accededto the presentConventionof all accessions
receivedandthe dateof their receipt.

PART IV.—GENERAL

Article .16

(I) A Contracting Governmentmay, at the time of signature,ratification,
accessionor thereafter,by a declarationin writing addressedto the Government

No. 8221
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of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, declareits desire
that the presentConventionshall apply to all or any of its colonies,overseas
territories, protectoratesor territories under mandateor trusteeship,and this
Convention shall apply to all the territories namedin such declaration, and to
vesselsregisteredor ownedthereinthreemonthsafter thereceiptof tile declaration
by the Governmentof the United Kingdom.

(2) In the absenceof such declaration, the Conventionshall not apply to
any such territory.

(3) A ContractingGovernmentmay at any time, by a notification in writing
addressedto the Governmentof tile United Kingdom, expressits desire that
the presentConventionshall ceaseto apply to all or any of its colonies,overseas
territories, protectoratesor territories undermandateor trusteeship,to which
the presentConventionshall have been made applicable under the provisions
of paragraph(1) of this article, and the Conventionshall ceaseto apply to tile
territories namedin the notification and to vesselsregisteredor owned therein
threemonthsafterthe receiptof the notificationby the Governmentof the United
Kingdom.

(4) The Governmentof the United Kingdom will inform all the Govern-
mentswhich havesignedor accededto the presentConvention of any declaration
or notification receivedunderparagraphs(1) and (3) of this article, stating in
eachcase the date from which the presentConventionhas become or will cease
to be applicableto the territoryor territoriesspecifiedin the declarationor notific-
ation, as the casemay be.

Article 17

As from the date of the coming into force of this Convention,the provisions
of the International Convention for the Regulation of the Meshes of Fishing
Nets and the Size Limits of Fish, signed in London on the 23rd March, 1937,1

shall, as far as they havebeenor are applied by any ContractingGovernment
which wasa party to that Convention,be replacedby the provisionsof this Con-
vention.

Article 18

After tile expiration of three years from the date of its coming into force
in accordancewith Article 14, this Conventionmay be denouncedby meansof
a notification in writing addressedto the Governmentof tile United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The denunciationshall take effect in

‘Dc Martens,NouveauReeueilgéniral de Traités, troisième série, tome XXXVIII, troisième

livraison, p. 822.

No. 3221



212 United Nations— Treaty Series 1956

respectof the Governmentby which it is made threemonths after the dateof
its receipt, andwill be notified to the ContractingGovernmentsby the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,duly authorisedthereto,havesigned
the presentConvention.

DONE in London the 5th day of April, 1946, in a singlecopy in the Englisit
language. A Frenchtext of the Conventionshallbepreparedandafter approval
by all the signatory Governmentsshall be regardedas being of equal validity
to the Englishtext. Both texts of the Conventionshall thereuponbe deposited
in the archivesof the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.

Certified copies of the Conventionshall be communicatedto the signatory

and accedingGovernments.

For the Governmentof Belgium
CARLIER

For the Governmentof Denmark

P. F. ERIcHSEN

For the Governmentof Eire
J. D. RUSH

For the Governmentof France
PierreTI5sIER

For the Governmentof Iceland
StefanTHORvARDS5ON
Arni FRIDRIKSSON

Ad referendum

For the Governmentof the Netherlands
D. J. VAN DIJE

Dr. B. HAVINGA
G. P. BAERENDS

For the Governmentof Norway
Jens BULL

For the Governmentof Poland
Kaz. PETRUSEWICZ

For the Governmentof Portugal
Joào VAZ M. D’AZEVEDO E SILVA

For the Governmentof Spain
José Miguel Ruiz MORALES
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For the Governmentof Sweden
N. E. IHRE

Nils ROSEN

For the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

A. T. A. DOBSON
J. E. DE WATTEVILLE

ANNEX I

(I) In all waters coveredby the Convention, asdefined in Article 1 and Article 4,
excebtas provided in paragraph(2) below, the minimum sizeof meshfor netsreferred
to in Article 5 shall be suchthat when the meshis stretcheddiagonallylengthwiseof
the net a fiat gauge80 mm. broadand 2 mm. thick shall passthroughit easily when
the net is wet; except that during the period from the 5th day of April, 1954, to the
4th day of April, 1957, a minimum meshof 75 mm. shall be permitted;andexceptthat,
in the caseof seine nets,the minimum sizeof meshshall be suchthat when themesh
is stretcheddiagonallylengthwiseof the net a fiat gauge70 mm. broadand2 mm. thick
shall passthroughit easily when the net is wet.

(2) In thewaterssituatednorthof 66 degreesnorthlatitudeandeastof the meridian
of Greenwichandin Icelandicwatersbetweentheparallelsof 68 degreesand 62 degrees
north latitude and betweenthe meridiansof 28 degreesand 10 degreeswest longitude,
the minimum sizeof meshfor netsreferred to in Article 5 shall be suchthat when the
meshis stretcheddiagonallylengthwiseof thenetafiat gauge110 mm. broadand2 mm.
thick shall pass throughit easily whenthe net is wet; exceptthat, in the caseof seine
nets, the minimumsizeof meshshallbe suchthat whenthe meshis stretcheddiagonally
lengthwiseof the net a fiat gauge 100 mm. broad and2 mm. thick shall pass through
it easilywhen the net is wet.

A N N E X II

The fish to which Articles 6, 8 and9 of this Conventionapply andthe sizesbelow
which such fish may not be retainedon board, landed, or sold andexposedor offered
for saleareas follows

Sizelimit for whole Fish
measuredfrom liP of snout

to extremeendof tail fin

Fish Cm,

Cod (Gadus callarias) 30
Haddock (Gadus aeglefinus) 27
Hake (Merluccius merluccius) 30
Plaice (Pleuronectesplatessa) 25
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Sizelimit for whole Fish
measuredfrom tip of snout

to extremeendof tail fin

Fish Cm,

Witches (Glyptocephaluscynoglossus) 28
Lemon soles (Microstonius hut) 25
Soles (Solea solea) 24
Turbot (Scophthalniusnzaximus) 30
Brill (Scophthalinusrhombus) 30
Megrims (Lepidorhombuswhifi’) 25
Whitings (Gadus inerlangus) 20
Dabs (Pleuronectesli,nanda) 20

ANNEX III

In the fisheries set out in Article 6 of this Convention, 10 per cent by weight of
eachtotal landing or part thereof which is not intendedfor humanconsumptionin the
form of fish, may consistof undersizedfish of the speciessetout in Annex II to this
Convention,
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