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No. 4583. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN.~:THEUNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MUTUAL
DEFENSEBOARD AND THE ASSIGNMENTOFMILITARY
LIAISON OFFICERS. MANILA, 15 MAY 1958

I

The AmericanAmbassadorto the Philippine Acting Secretaryfor Foreign A ifairs

No. 1152
Manila, May 15, 1958

Excellency

I havethe honor to refer to discussionswhich have recently taken place
concerningthe mutualdesireof the Governmentof the Republicof the Philippines
and the Governmentof the United Statesto developmeasuresor arrangements
which would enablethe two Governments,through liaison and consultationon
military mattersof mutualconcernby their appropriatemilitary representatives,
to carryout moreeffectively the specifiedpurposesand objectivesof the security
and defenseagreementswhich havebeenenteredinto betweenthe two countries
and thereby improve and enhancetheir common defense; and to confirm the
understandingsreachedas a resultof thosediscussions,as follows

1) There is establishedunder the Philippine-UnitedStatesCouncil of Foreign
Ministers provided by the Mutual DefenseTreaty2 a permanentPhilippine-
United StatesMutual DefenseBoard with terms of referenceas set forth in
Annex A,3 which is madean integralpart of this agreement;and

2) Thereshallbeassigneda Philippine Military Liaison Officer to the staff of the
BaseCommanderof major military basesusedby the United Statesand the
Liaison Officer shallhavetermsof referenceas set forth in Annex B,’ which
is madeanintegralpart of this agreement.

If the foregoing is acceptableto Your Excellency’s Government, I have

the honor to propose that this note and Your Excellency’s reply indicating

Cameinto force on 15 May 1958by theexchangeof thesaid notes.
2 UnitedNations,Treety Series,Vol. 177, p. 133.
~ Seep. 186 of this volume.
‘ Seep. 170 of this volume.
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concurrenceshall constitutean agreementbetweenour two Governmentson this
matter.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurancesof my highest consideration.

CharlesE. BOHLEN

Enclosures:
1. Annex A—Philippine-United StatesMutual DefenseBoard;
2. Annex B—Philippine Military Liaison Officer.

His ExcellencyFelixberto M. Serrano
Acting Secretaryfor ForeignAffairs

ANNEX A

PHILIPPINE-UNITED STATES MUTUAL DEFENSEBOARD

1. Establishmentof the Board

In consonancewith the mutual desire of the Governmentof the Republic of the
PhilippinesandtheGovernmentof theUnited Statesto implemesitmoreeffectivelycer-
tain provisionsof existing defenseagreementsbetweenthetwo countries thereis hereby
establishedunderthe Philippine-United StatesCouncil of ForeignMinisters a permanent
Philippine-United StatesMutual DefenseBoard with headquartersat Manila. The
Boardshallreportto theCouncilthroughthelatter’smilitary representatives.

2. Purpose

The purposeof this Board is to provide continuingintergovernmentalmachinery
for direct liaison and consultation betweenappropriate Philippine and United States
authoritieson military mattersof mutualconcernso asto developandimprove, through
continuing military cooperation,the common defenseof the two sovereign countries.

3. Compositionof theBoard

a. The Boardshall be composedof:

(1) For the Philippines

(a) Co-chairmanof theBoard: TheChief of Staff,theArmed Forcesof the Philippines,
oraFlagorGeneralOfficerdesignatedby him.

(b) Membersof theBoard : Chief, Philippine Constabulary;Commanding General,
Philippine Army; CommandingGeneral, Philippine Air Force; and Flag Officer

in Command,Philippine Navy of theArmed Forcesof thePhilippines.

(2) For the United States

(a) Co-chairmanof the Board : The United States Military Representativeof the
Council, or a Flagor GeneralOfficer designatedby him.
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(b) Membersof the Board : TheseniorUnited StatesServicerepresentativesof the
Army, Navy and Air Force on duty in the Philippines and, if not alreadyrepre-
sented,the Chief, Joint United StatesMilitary Advisory Group.

b. The Board and the membersthereof may be assistedby such staff, military or
civilian, astheyconsiderappropriate.

4. Termsof Reference

The termsof referenceof theBoardshall be to consider,andby agreementbetween
the Co-chairmen,to decideon matterswithin its competenceasmay be establishedby
agreedpolicies and procedures,or when necessary,to recommendto their respective
Governmentshow best to resolve in the mutual interest of the two sovereigncountries

suchproblemsas mayarisein connectionwith:

a. Working relationshipswith regard to specific matters enumeratedin or arising
undertheMilitary BasesAgreementof 19471 which call for joint consultationand
co-operationand/or such other mattersas the Philippine-United StatesCouncil of
ForeignMinisters or their Military Representativesmaydirect theBoard to consider.

b. The preparationof joint outlined plansfor the developmentof a systemof defensive
military basesin thePhilippinesasprovidedin Article II, paragraph2 of theMilitary
BasesAgreementof 1947.

c. Thecorrelation,in accordancewith existinglawsandpoliciesof therespectiveGovern-
ments,of military mattersof mutualconcernwhich arise from theoperationof the
Philippine-United StatesMutual Defense Treaty, the Military BasesAgreementand
the Military AssistanceAgreement.~

5. Frequencyof Meetings

The Board shall meet at the call of either Co-chairman,but in any event regular
meetingswill be held at leastoncea month.

6. Conductof Meetings

All meetingsof the Board shall be held in executive session.The releaseof infor-
mation concerningthe decisionsor activities of the Board shall be as mutually agreed
upon by the Co-chairmenof the Board.

7. Joint Military Secretariat

The Joint Military Secretariatof the Board will be composedof such numberof
Philippine and United Statespersonnelasmaybe mutually agreedupon by the Mutual
DefenseBoardand will perform suchspecific dutiesas may be directedby theBoard.
The provisionof necessaryclerical andadministrativesupportshall be arrangedby the
Board.

I UnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 43, p. 271 ; Vol. 68, p. 272; Vol. 185, p. 334; Vol. 213
p. 370, and Vol. 229, p. 282.

~ United Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. 45, p. 47; Vol. 70, p. 280, and Vol. 82, p. 332.
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8. Officesof the Board

The Philippine Governmentshall provide suitableofficesfor theBoard. Theoffice
of theJointMilitary Secretariat,with thepermanentrecordsof theBoard, will be main-
tained in theseoffices.

ANNEX B

PHILIPPINE MILITARY LIAISON OFFIcER

1. Assignmentand Selection

A Philippine Military Liaison Officer shall beassignedto thestaff of theBaseCom-
manderof the United StatesNaval Station, SangleyPoint; United StatesNavalBase,
Subic Bay; Clark Air Base;and suchother major military basesusedby the United
States as may be mutually~agreedby the Philippine-United StatesMutual Defense
Board. Theseofficers shal~be designatedby the Chief of Staff, Armed Forcesof the
Philippines,and assignedby thePhilippine-UnitedStatesMutual DefenseBoardto the
United StatesBaseCommanderconcerned. As Philippine military officers, they will
continueto be under the administrationof the Philippine Co-chairmanof the Board.

2. Duties of the Phili~~ineMilitary Liaison Officer Assignedto the StaU of the United
StatesBaseCommander

He will:

a. Establisha Military Liaison Office for the performanceof normal liaison with
theBaseCommander.

b. Cooperatewith theBaseCommanderby advice,suggestionand/orother appro-
priate action to assureobservanceof Philippine law and regulationswithin the base.

c. AdvisetheBaseCommanderconcerningproblemsinvolving Philippinenationals
andresidentson thebase,andtheday-to-dayrelationshipsbetweentheBaseCommander
andsuchnationalsandresidents.

d. Be the point of contactbetweenthe officials of the national, provincial, and
municipal agenciesand the baseauthorities to facilitate the performanceof specific
tasksof suchagenciesin the implementationof Philippine laws andregulationswithin
thebase.

e. Assist the Base Commander,as appropriate, in implementing actions of the
Philippine-UnitedStatesMutual DefenseBoard.

f. Performsuchother liaison dutiesasmay be assignedto him by thePhilippine-
United StatesMutual DefenseBoard.

g. Promoteclosecooperation,understanding,andharmoniousrelationshipsamong
all concerned.

3. Qualificationsof the Philippine Military Liaison Officer

His qualifications and gradeshall be left to the determinationof the Philippine-
United StatesMutual DefenseBoard.
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4. Reports

ThePhilippine Military Liaison Officer will submit suchreportsasmay be required
by the Philippine-United States Mutual Defense Board through the Joint Military
Secretariatof that Board, furnishingcopiesthereofto theBaseCommander.

5. Administrative Support

The United StatesBaseCommanderwill:

a. Providea suitableoffice for thePhilippine Military Liaison Officer on theBase.

b. Provide the Philippine Military Liaison Officer with appropriateclerical and
administrativesupport,to includequarters.

II

The Philippine Acting Secretary for Foreign Affairs to the American Ambassador

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

No. 1397-58
Manila, May 15, 1958

Excellency:

I havethehonorto acknowledgethereceiptof your noteNo. 1152of May 15th,
1958 making referenceto discussionswhich haverecently takenplaceconcerning
the mutual desire of the Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines and the

Governmentof the United Statesof America to developmeasuresor arrangements
which would enablethe two Governments,through liaison and consultation on
military mattersof mutual concernby their appropriatemilitary representatives,
to carry out more effectively the specifiedpurposesandobjectivesof the security
and defenseagreementswhich havebeenenteredinto betweenour two countries
and thereby, improve and enhancetheir common defense,and proposing that
an agreementbe madeconfirming the understandingsreachedasa resultof those
discussions,as follows:

[Seenote I]

I havethe honorto state that the Governmentof the Republic of the Philip-
pines approvesthe provisions or terms of referenceset forth in the documents

annexedto Your Excellency’s note and markedas “Annex A” and “Annex B”,
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respectively,and agreesthat your note and its enclosures,together with this
reply,shall beregardedasconstitutinganagreementbetweenour two Governments
on this matter.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renewto Your Excellencythe assurances
of my highestconsideration.

FelixbertoM. SERRANO

Acting Secretary

His ExcellencyCharlesE. Bohlen
American Ambassador
Manila
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